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In a notice on p. 612 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied, as far as 
possible. 

The Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch is 
at 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing -? of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on p. 611. iy 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 


Sealed tenders for the supply of forage and straw for paillasses, for 
Tenders. for military services, during six months, from 
Fr a 1st May, 1901, will be received until 12 o’clock 
 reee anc noon, on Wednesday, the 27th day of March, 


Paillasse Straw. 1901) by the officers in charge of the under- 
districts :— 


Scottish District Edinburgh. 
_ North-Eastern District.. York. 
‘North-Western District Chester. 
.. Western District Devonport. 
Southern District ... Portsmouth. 


| 

| 
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South-Eastern District.. Dover. 
Eastern District ... Colchester. 
Thames District ... Chatham. 


Woolwich District ... Woolwich. 
(Omitting oats and hay) 
Home District... ... 28, Carlton House Terrace, S.W. 


Aldershot District ... Aldershot. 


- Forms of tender and conditions of contract may be obtained on 
application at the above-named District Headquarter Offices, by 
letter addressed to the Assistant Adjutant-General, or in person 
between the hours of 10 and 4 o’clock, and no tender will be 
entertained unless made upon the form so obtained. 

The tenders must be properly filled up, signed and dated ; and 
no tenders will be noticed unless delivered in time, at the above- 
named district offices, under sealed envelope, marked ‘“ Tender ” on 
the outside. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 

Reswisies trade received at the Canadian Government 

relating to Trad Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
* information may be obtained. 

Home Enquiry—The possessors of the rights for the whole 
world of a patent process of manufacturing white lead, make 
enquiry with a view to ascertain whether there is an opening for 
the introduction of their process in Canada. 

Canadian Enguiry—A Canadian correspondent asks to be placed 
in communication with a responsible firm who would purchase half 
the output of a large pulp mannfacturing company who contem- 
plate being in a position to turn out 100 tons per diem. 


Foreign Enquiry——A firm at Tangier (Morocco) ask to be fur- 
nished with addresses of Canadian tanners of goat and calf skins. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

Enquiri Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

relating * i Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries.—A firm of fish dealers would like to hear from 
Canadian shippers of dried cod fish, boneless, skin and fins off, 
made up in 1 lb. parcels. 

A London house seeks the services of a competent Canadian 
agent possessing a connection for the disposal of extract of meat. 

Canadian Enquiries—-A Canadian mining engineer engaged in 
the development of graphite, molybdenum, talc, manganese, and other 
deposits, wishes to hear from firms interested in these minerals. 
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An Ontario correspondent wishes for information as to the 
possibility of obtaining a sale for maple and birch broom handles 
in the United Kingdom. 

Foreign Enguiry—An enquiry has been received from Denmark 
for the names of Canadian producers of asbestos. 


TRANSVAAL. 


A Johannesburg correspondent of the “ Bulletin Commercial ” 
(Brussels), writing under date of 21st January 


bs ra Sa last, states that there is at the present time a 
Witwatersrand great demand for boiler tubes and wire ropes 
Mines for the Witwatersrand mines. The dimensions 
: of boiler tubes most in demand are as follows :— 
Length in feet. _—e in inches. 
10 31 
12 ens ie 34 or 4 
14 4 
167, 4 


Tubes of the last-mentioned dimensions are the most in request. 

As regards the wire ropes, the dimensions most in request are 
those of 2,000, 2,500, 3,000 feet and over, with a diameter of 
14, inches (the most frequently used). A large stock of the 
above-mentioned articles is to be found at the ports of Cape Town, 
East London, Port Elizabeth, Durban, Lorenco Marques, and are 
only awaiting a favourable time to be sent to the Rand. 

Attention is drawn to this large demand for boiler tubes and 
other articles for the mines, as although large quantities are stocked 
at the ports, manufacturers and exporters may yet make arrange- 
ments to do business, by submitting their offers to the agents 
of the mines in London and Paris. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating 


ae od . that tenders are invited by the Norwegian 
a Military Authorities, to be received not later 
Requisites. 


than the 20th inst., for the supply of various 
articles of clothing, canteen requisites, tools, musical instruments, 
silver medals, &c. 

Conditions of tender and models of the goods may be seen at the 
Generalintendantens Kontor, Foestningen, Christiania. 


a2 
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The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
stating that tenders are invited by the 
Menger Norwegian State Railways not later than the 
20th March, at 7 p.m., for the supply of 98,000 sleeper plates. 
Tenders in sealed envelopes, marked “ Unterlagsplader,” should 
be addressed to ‘“Styrelsens Expeditionskontor, Statsbanerne, 
Christiania.” 
Further information relating to the above call for tenders may 
be had on applying at the Railway Manager’s Office, Christiania. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 

sa a from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating 

Coal for State that tenders are invited by the Norwegian State 

Railways Railways, not later than 20th March, for the 

. supply of 103,360 tons best locomotive coal. 

Tenders in sealed envelopes, marked ‘“ Locomotivkul,” should 

be addressed to “Styrelsens Expeditionskontor, Statsbanerne, 

Christiania,” where further information as to the conditions of 
tender may be obtained. 


PORTUGAL. 

The “ Lisbon Gazette” of 26th ult. contains a Decree por neg 
the placing of a contract, after calling for 
as oni tenders, for the construction and working for 
: 10 years of two bridges over the River Douro, 
one at Pocinho (which will have to be constructed so as to be able 
to carry the narrow gauge railway from Pocinho to Miranda, 
besides the roadway), and one at Pinhio. Special conditions and 
requirements, drawn up in harmony with the basis laid down in the 
‘“* Gazette,” will be submitted for the approval of the Government, 
and, meantime, applicants at the Directorate of Public Works and 
Mines can see the existing plans, &c. The term within which 

tenders may be presented must not be less than 90 days. 

The “Gazette” containing the above Decree may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 

Referring to the Notice published in the “ Madrid Gazette ” of 20th 
Geli Or ult. (see “ Board of Trade Journal” of 28th idem 
teeetieatier, © 497) calling for tenders for the supply of 
* skins and leather to the Arsenal of Ferrol to the 
end of 1903, the “ Madrid Gazette” of 27th ult. contains the 
announcement that tenders will be opened at half past twelve on 

27th inst. 
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The “ Madrid Gazette” of 28th ult. contains a notice calling for 

tenders to be delivered up to 5 p.m. on the 13th 
Contract to Build April next for the sateiuation of a bridge in 
the Province of Madrid over the River Manza- 
nares on the road from the Paseo de las Delicias to the Cadiz Road. 
The upset price of the work is 266,282-07 pesetas or, say, 7,608/., and 
a provisional deposit of 13,400 pesetas or, say, 3831. is required to 
be made prior to bidding. Tenders will be opened at 1 p.m. on 


18th April next. The estimate, statement of conditions and plans 


are on view at the Ministry of ——n Industry, Commerce, 
and Public Works, and at the Civil Government Office of the 
Province, Madrid. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 3rd inst. contains an Order authorising 
Proposed El nes Don Paulino Montes to make studies, to be 
ope . completed within two years, for an electric 
Tramway. gp from Pozo-blanco, with a branch to 
Villanueva de Cordoba and passing by Alcaracejos, to the railway 


line from Cordoba, to Belmez. 


The same “Gazette” contains a Royal Order authorising the 
Electric Tr Barcelona Tramway Company to equip its lines 
ectric amway from Barcelona to Sarrié, from Barcelona to 
Equipment. Las Corts, and from Las Corts to Sarrid, with 
electricity, in substitution of horse and steam power hitherto in use. 


The “Gazette” containing the above notices may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Referring to the notice which appeared in the “ Madrid Gazette ” 

Senteint> ton on 21st ult. (see ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 

Textiles 28th idem, page 497) calling for tenders for the 

supply of carpets, textiles and other articles 

; required for the Arsenal at Ferrol, the “ Madrid 

Gazette” of 2nd inst. contains an announcement to the effect that 
the tenders will be opened at half-past twelve on 28th inst. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 
In the “ Levant Herald” of the 9th ult., it is announced that the 


Minister of Marine has decided to borrow 
: 1,300,000/. (Turkish) for account of Mahsusseh 
— of to be applied to the building of 16 steamers in 
“an European yards. It is intended to increase the 
Mahsusseh company’s fleet by six vessels of 1,500 tons displace- 


Proposed 
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ment, six of 500 tons, and four of smaller dimensions; the 
first six to be placed on the long-distance lines, the second six 
to run in the Marmora, the Agean, and the Black Sea, and the 
four smaller boats to be employed on the local lines. The receipts 
of the Kadikeui and Haidar Pasha Lines are to be assigned as 
security for this loan. 


MONTENEGRO. 


With reference to the article on p. 262 of the “ Board of Trade 
Railwa Journal” for 51st January last, the “ Journal 
Buil ding de la Chambre de Constantinople” of 23rd ult. 

: states that, as regards the railway to be con- 
structed in Montenegro from Antivari to Niksics, tenders for the 
construction of the line will be opened at Cettinjé on the 14th 
inst. It will have a length of 160 kilometres (about 100 miles), 
will be of narrow gauge, and must be finished in four years. 


GREECE. 
H.M. Consul at Volo, in a recent report to the Foreign Office, states 


. that the native agriculturists are gradually 

— accustoming themselves to the use of modern 

P ; agricultural implements. At present the number 

of European ploughs in use is 8,482 as against 14,175 of the old 

native pattern. Ploughs of the latter class are still manufactured 

at Volo, and some are even exported to Salonica for use in Mace- 
‘donia. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,557.) 


EGYPT. 


The “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of 28th ult., quoting from 
Wood the Monthly Bulletin of the French Chamber of 
Boot Commerce at Alexandria, states that there 
cae. should be a good opening at Cairo and Alex- 
andria for wooden boot-lasts. Several European traders in these 
two towns have decided, in consequence of the cheapness of native 
labour, to establish some boot and shoe factories to compete with 
the imported article. The establishment of these factories, some of 
which employ a large number of hands, and the requirements of 
the numerous smal] shoemakers, have necessitated the importation 
into Egypt of the various articles used in the manufacture of boots 
and shoes, and especially of wooden boot-lasts. 
Formerly only the French boot-last, made of hornbeam wood, 
was to be foundin Ezypt. Inthe last few years, however, Germany 
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has occupied the first — in the imports of boot-lasts, followed 
by Austria-Hungary. Germany was very successful with shapes 
made of beech wood. They are not so strong as the French article, 
but are well finished and cost from 25 to 30 per cent. less. It 
should be added that the shape sent to Egypt from Germany is 
always made when desired, after special models without any 
increase in price. 

The best method of developing the importation of this article 
into Egypt would be to address responsible agents who are well 
acquainted with the buyers of hides and leather, the sale of these 
latter articles usually being in the same hands as other supplies 
required by the shoemaker. 


MEXICO. 


In his recent report on the trade of Yucatan the British Vice- 
Consul says that there have been considerable 
Railway Building. improvements in the local railroads by augmen- 
tation in the rolling-stock, whilst traffic generally 
has been much improved, The line from Merida to Peto has been 
completed to the latter point, and the entire line was opened. for 
general traffic on 15th September last, serving many new districts 
in the southern part of the State. Another railway has been started 
from Peto, to run in a south-easterly direction, with the object of 
opening up the country in the parts now under the control of the 
rebellious Indians. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,556.) 


UNITED STATES OF COLOMBIA. 


Through the courtesy of the Consul-General of the United States 

of Colombia, the Board of Trade have received 

Lease of Mines. copy of the Decree of 15th December last, 

authorising the lease for 15 years by the 

Government of the Republic of the emerald mines at Muzo and 

Coscuez, and that of the gold mines of Supia and Marmato, Santa 
Ana and La Manta, 

A copy of the Decree may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 

Branch of the Board of Trade any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m, 
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FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


SPAIN. 


A despatch, dated 26th ult., has been received at the Foreign 
Fortheomi Office from H.M. Consul at Barcelona, trans- 
of -mtting ~copy and translation of a letter ad- 

dressed to him by the Provincial Council of 
the Province of Barcelona, stating that it is 
intended to hold an Exhibition of Spanish 
coal in Barcelona on the 30th April next, and 

that in connection therewith there will also be an Exhibition of 
furnaces, fire-places, stoves, and all appliances relating to the com- 
bustion of the said mineral (coal), and in this section of the 
Exhibition foreign competition is invited. Applications for per- 
mission to exhibit should be sent in by the 15th March next, 
addressed to “‘ La Secretaria de la Exposicion, Diputacion Provincial 
de Barcelona” (from whom any further details desired can be 
obtained), and the exhibits should reach Barcelona before the 
15th April next. 

The cost of sending the exhibits to Barcelona, of their installation, 
and also of their return, will be at the expense of the exhibitor. 
It is not stated what space will be allotted to each exhibitor of 
heating apparatus, but assuming it to be the same as that allowed 
to exhibitors of Spanish coal it would be two and a-half metres of 
frontage by one and a-half metres of depth. 

The Exhibition will open on 30th April and close on the 
29th June. 


PORTUGAL. 


The Board of Trade ray the Foreign Office, 
ieeas copy of a despatch dated 7th ult. from H.M. 
Consul at St. Michael’s (Azores), transmitting 
oan Sciences in COPY of the programme of an Exhibition of 
ao hak industries, arts and sciences, &c., which will be 
ooreuns opened at Ponta Delgada next June. This pro- 
gramme (in Portuguese) may be seen by those interested, on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10.a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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COTTON INDUSTRY OF BRITISH INDIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 536 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 28th ult., respecting the Bombay cotton industry, a 
preliminary statement has been received at the Board of Trade, 
through the India Office, giving particulars of the cotton industry 
of the whole of British India. 

The statement shows that there were in India, at the end of 1899- 
1900, 186 cotton mills (of which five did not work during the year) 
containing 38,420 looms and 4,728,324 spindles. Of these mills 
104 were exclusively spinning mills; 3 were exclusively weav- 
ing mills; and in 79 both spinning and weaving were carried 
on. They employed a daily average number of 163,241 persons : 
104,811 men, 31,105 women, 17,053 young persons, and 10,272 
children. The nominal capital of the mills, so far as this infor- 
mation has been furnished, is Rs. 15,69,73,823; but there is no 
statement of the capital of 11 mills worked by private proprietary, 
and probably the whole capital invested in the industry may be 
taken to be in excess of 160,000,000 rupees, say about 11,000,000/. 
sterling. 

The consumption of cotton by the mills is estimated to -have 
amounted in the year ending 30th June, 1899, to about 1,641,000 
bales of 400 lbs. each, or, say, 5,863,000 cwt., a quantity representing 
a material proportion of the whole production of cotton in India 
which may be taken in an ordinary year, allowance being made for 
unreported areas, at about 3,000,000 bales. The prosperity of the 
cotton spinning and weaving industry is consequently of great 
importance in Indian agricultural economics. The mill consumption 
included 37,468 cwt. of imported cotton, mostly long-stapled 
cotton from Egypt and other countries not in Asia. 

The industry dates from 1851, when the first mill was started. 
In the last 20 years the number of mills has increased by 221 per 
cent., and their working capacity has been proportionately 
om pr pee the number of looms having increased by 189 per cent. 
and of spindles by 221 per cent. In the last two years as many as 
23 new mills have been started, the looms and spindles added in 
the same period numbering 1,474 and 517,568 respectively. 

Production of Yarn.—The total of yarn in the mills in 
British India is, so far as reported, as follows :— 


Above No. 20. 


Year. Nos. 1 to 20. 


bs. Lbs. Lbs. 
1895-96 ... 888,865,873 41,606,129 430,472,062 
1896-97... 864,861,853 54,334,547 419,196,400 
1897-98 see 392,791,900 60,867,446 453,659,346 
1899-1900 ... 489,223,856 62,070,683 501,294,539 
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A noticeable fact is the continued increase in the production of 

m of counts higher than number 20, which production in 
1899-1900 amounted to as much as 62,000,000 lbs., being 12 per 
cent. of the total production. In Bengal, the North-Western 
Provinces, and the Panjab the mills spin hardly any yarn 
above number 20, yarn of that count and lower nurabers repre- 
senting from 97 to 99 per cent. of the whole production. In 
Bombay, however, the spinning of the higher counts (above 20) is 
15 per cent. of the whole, in the Céntral Provinces it is 14 per 
cent., and in Madras 11 per cent. Using Egyptian cotton the 
Bombay mills are now spinning in appreciable quantities yarns of 
number 40 and upwards. The production in the Indian mills of 
the finer yarns—numbers 31 to 40—largely increased last year, 
when it amounted to nearly 7,250,000 lbs. the production in each 
of the two preceding years being a little over 5,500,000 Ibs. 

Production of Woven Goods.—The production of woven goods in 
British India during the last two years was as follows :— 


N.-W. 


Bombay. | Madras. Proviness Total. 


Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
Grey goods |74,649,321 | 3,746,355 4 309,937 || 87,645,627 

1892-99 ...{ Other goods| 7,716,800 | 2,379,924 847,019 || 11,012,662 
Total _..|82,366,121 | 6,126,279 580 | 5,156,956 || 98,658,289 
Grey goods |69,777,221 | 3,594,204 234 | 4,183,848 | 82,028,414 

1899-1900 } Other goods 8,806,148 | 2,346,738 698 | 1,077,193 || 13,291,943 
Total _...'78,583,369 | 6,940,942 | 3,624,932 | 5,261,041 || 95,320,357 


Weaving is concentrated in the Bombay mills to an even greater 
degree than spinning, the mills of that province producing 82 per 
cent. of the whole quantity woven in British India. Madras and the 
Central Provinces produce 7 and 6 per cent. respectively of the whole. 
The goods woven are mainly grey (unbleached) goods, representing 
86 per cent. of the whole production. The proportion of woven 
goods other than grey goods was highest in Madras, where it 
increased last year to 48 per cent. In the Central Provinces the 
proportion was 20 per cent., and in Bombay 11 per cent. 

The production of yarn and woven goods in non-British territory, 
i.e., the Native States of Mysore, Indore, Baroda, Nandgaon, and 
Bhavnagar in 1899-1900 was as follows: yarn, 12,238,053 lbs., as 
against 9,754,841 Ibs. in 1898-99 ; woven goods, 2,744,450 Ibs., as 
against 3,031,654 Ibs. in 1898-99. 

The information in the above article is exclusive of hand spinning 
and weaving. 
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EXPORT TRADE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA IN 1900. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the courtesy of the 
Agent-General for South Australia, a copy of the “ Adelaide 
Commercial Journal and Prices Current,” dated 23rd January last, 
which states that from a trade point of view the year 1900 closed 
well, the value of domestic produce exported from South Australia 
showing an increase on the corresponding period of 1899, 

The following table shows the value of the domestic exports 
from South Australia for the last five years :— 


Years. Value, 


£ 
3,269,611 


Values during the last two years have been affected to a 
considerable extent by the varying fortunes of wool. The value of * 
wool shipped in 1899 was 1,511,693/., or no less than two-fifths 
of the grand total of exports, and half as much again as in 1898. 
While the increase in value, however, was equivalent to 52 per 
cent., in quantity the excess was only 6 per cent. In 1900 the 
value of wool exported was 1,103,511/., or 408,182. less than in 
1899. The falling off in value was equal to 26 per cent., whereas 
the decrease in the number of bales was only 11 per cent. These 
figures are significant. They show that, without wool, trade 
showed no decrease in 1900, but an increase of 108,068/., and 
that, so far from being smaller in 1899 by 8 per cent., was larger 
by 73,6541., or 5 per cent. While emphasising the importance of 
this industry, it suggests that other industries have experienced 
relatively better times. The following table shows the value of 
the export of certain produce during the last two years :— 


Articles. 1899. 1900. 
£ 
Butter ... ace eas ond 61,470 57,302 
Copper (ore and metal) eee ooo eee eee 430,890 394,443 
Eggs ... eee 62,493 73,679 
Fruit (fresh) ... eve 32,842 42,576 
Wheat and Flour ose one eee sine eh 761,259 837,230 
Leather ... AM 56,084 50,882 
Meat (preserved and frozen)... awe whe “se 54,501 93,644 
Skins and hides 245,251 233,225 
ee 77,773 78,153 
Wool (greasy) ... ane 1,845,053 936,438 
Wool (scoured)... coo! eee eee 166,640 167,073 
Jams and preserves... tee 10,063 18,948 
Live stock ane 94,095 105,446 
Rabbits (frozen) See os 12,198 29,364 


On the whole, adds the “ Adelaide Commercial Journal,” the 
movement of produce in quantity bears out the statement of values. 
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COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL CONDITIONS 
IN SPAIN. 


(Continued from p. 508.) 


The following is in continuation of the article, based on the 
report received from H.M. Consul at Barcelona, on the Commercial 
and Industrial Conditions in Spain, which appeared in the last 
number of the “ Journal ” :— 

_ A careful search for the reason of this growth of foreign imports 
in spite of Customs duties and high exchanges leads to the 
conclusion that it is due— 

1. To the crisis in trade in other countries, obliging manu- 
facturers to place their surplus production in any available markets 
and at a sacrifice in price. 

2. To the Paris Exhibition, which took many Spanish merchants 
to France who placed orders there. 

8. To fancy novelties in which foreign manufacturers took the 
lead. 

4, To certain goods of superior quality not being sufficiently 
protected. 

5. To the technical improvements in foreign industries in recent 
years which have doubtless helped to cheapen production. 

6. To the fact that in regard to payment the foreign firms enjoy 
a great advantage over the native manufacturers. 

As a rule the Spanish buyers who even decline to give a written 
agreement as to the correctness of the invoice sent along with the 
delivery of native goods, have no objection to accept bills at 90 
days on receipt of goods from abroad. 

Foreigners are thus able to discount these bills and obtain at 
once the price of their goods, while,Spanish traders are obliged to 
allow double credit without having any document capable of being 
discounted. In this way foreigners are able to grant a greater 
reduction in their prices. ... . 

The report then deals with the means for arriving at an ameliora- 
tion of the present condition of affairs, and goes largely into the 
question of the Customs Tariff, freight charges, the opening of new 
markets, and the establishment of some credit establishment such 
as a National Bank which will discount invoices. 

The “Fomento del Trabajo Nacional” is of opinion that in 
order to increase home consumption the first thing to be done is to 
reduce taxation, putting into effect the exemption conceded to 
vineyards attacked by the phylloxera, an exemption that, so far, 
has proved a dead letter, and to newly-planted vineyards until 
to be productive. 

is is the only way by which the immense tracts of country 
devastated by the phylloxera can be replanted, and one of the 
chief sources of wealth to the Peninsula restored. 

At the same time, to compensate the wine growers for their 
losses in the Colonial and French markets, the example of the 
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neighbouring Republic, which has opened the large cities to the 
wine trade by suppressing certain duties which have been imposed 
on liquors, should be followed. 

Great benefit may also be expected from the free cultivation of 
tobacco, and by making canals and reservoirs to irrigate the 
districts suffering from continual drought, which will lead to 
increased cultivation, and for this purpose it will be also necessary 
to allow free entry to the materials required in making chemical 
fertilisers. 

The system of temporary free entry is in vogue in certain 
countries for the purpose of vadiee exporting manufacturers on 
the same footing as those of other nations where raw materials 
are not taxed. There is a law of temporary free entry in Spain 
which it may be said has never been applied, as only the temporary 
free importation of American black resin for soap-making exists, 
besides that of copper cylinders used in printing, which are 
engraved in Spain. Asa rule the system is regarded by Spanish 
manufacturers with certain misgivings, as they fear it might injure 
native industry. This, however, according to the “ Fomento,” is 
impossible if the scheme be subjected to careful regulation, and 
if all facilities be given to manufacturers interested in exportation. 

At any rate it is a matter which it is recommended should be 
carefully studied in each particular instance, and the necessary 
safeguards found, and the entry should be granted at first to those 
products, such as American black resin, which in no way endangers 
native products and offer no cause for opposition. 

To meet the objections to temporary free entries, recourse 
can also be had to the establishment of neutral zones, or free 
territories, where many raw products can be manufactured or 
manipulated for export under more favourable conditions for com- 

ting. 

P The ‘“* Fomento del Trabajo Nacional” has already applied for a 
neutral zone at the port of Barcelona on similar lines to those 
existing at other foreign ports. 

The report concludes by dealing with the Labour Question in 
Spain, #.e., the reorganisation of labour, the lack of sufficient capital 
to facilitate the operations of manufacturers, and the lack of 
artisans skilled in technical knowledge, also the necessity for 
manufacturers and operatives to act in harmony. 
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THE AMERICAN BOOT AND SHOE INDUSTRY. 


A despatch, dated 5th ult., has been received at the Foreign 
Office, from H.M. Embassy at Washington, transmitting copy of a 
report, drawn up by the British Commercial Agent in the United 
States, on the boot and shoe industry of that country. 

The report calls the very particular attention of British manufac- 


turers to the fact, as evidenced by the statistics, that the exportation 
of boots and shoes from the United States is increasing at a rapid 
rate. The value of the exports of boots and shoes from that 
country last year amounted to 963,803/., against 764,257/. in the 
preceding year and 405,088/. in 1898. 

A glance at the following figures will show how American- 
made boots and shoes are being pushed with success in places 
where British-made goods ought to have practically the monopoly. 


Table showing the Value of Boots and Shoes Exported from the 
United States during the 12 months ended 31st December. 


To. | 1898 1899 1900 


£ £ £ 
72,714 147,44 228,057 


United Kingdom .. 

West Indies and Bermuda... ... 58,033 | 135,106 | 119,355 

British Australasia... 67,652 157,058 278,587 

Africa 16,648 31,144 28,182 


Table showing the Exports from the United Kingdom during the 


12 months ended 31st December. 
To. 1898 1899 1900 
£ £ £ 

British West Indies eT a 95,387 91,210 79,339 

»  Seuth Africa 581,641 614,898 
Total £| 1,092,094 1,001,927 1,075,478 


Why this state of affairs should he possible is not, at first sight, 

uite clear. It means, either the American made article is cheaper 
than the British made one, or, that it is of better quality. Taking 
it for granted that the British boots and shoes are not inferior to 
those of America, there must be some important reason why the 
latter should cost less than the former. That America is a large 
exporter of leather to the United Kingdom shows that they can 
manufacture it cheaper. Considering that so much of the raw 
material|has to be imported into the United States by the tanners, 
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there seems no reason wer leather should not be manufactured as 
cheap or cheaper in the United Kingdom. This applies especially 
to the finer qualities such as patent leather, glazed kid, and others. 

There is no doubt that as far as certain class leather is concerned, 
America possesses considerable natural advantages, There are 


plentiful supplies of suitable bark growing in the different parts of 
the country, and the tanneries have been placed at no great 
distance from it. The hemlock bark, which is that most used for 
tanning sole leather, is obtained from the forests situated in the 
States of Wisconsin and Michigan. It is also found in New York 
State and Pennsylvania, but not in such large quantities, and the 
supply is rapidly diminishing. The larger tanning companies in 
the west own large tracts of forest land from which they draw their 
supply of bark, Oak bark, which makes the best leather, is not 
used in any large quantity in the eastern and central northern 
States. Oaks grow in the north-western and southern States, but 
only sparsely in the others. It is consequently too costly to use in 
comparison with the hemlock. For tanning the finer qualities 
of leather chemicals and extracts are used, a large quantity of 
which is imported. 

The United States is a large importer of hides. There were im- 
ported during the 12 months ended 31st December last, 307,257,924 
hides, at 10,748,0071., of which 152,792,232, valued at 
3,815,987/., were hides of cattle which pay import duty of 15 per 
cent. ad vulorem, and 69,121,666; valued at 3,960,320/., were goat 
skins, which are admitted free of duty. Of the total imports, 
124,255,264, valued at 4,288,707/., came from Europe, and 
66,212,792, valued at 2,191,4511., came from the East Indies. 

Those in the trade will doubtless be able to say whether the 
disadvantages of having to import this quantity of hides, bringing 
them from such great distances and paying 15 per cent. duty, 
paying higher wages than are customary in Europe, and heavy 
railway and steamer freights, are compensated for by getting 
cheaper bark ; if not, then there must be something in the process 
of tanning that enables the American tanners to compete with 
other countries in their own markets. This is surely a question 
that tanners in the United Kingdom would do well to study. 
Needless to say, only the latest improvements in the — 
process of tanning: are employed in the United States. hough 
there is necessarily a large amount of manual labour in the process, 
the latest thing in machinery is used wherever possible to save 
labour and time. LEach tannery, as a rule, keeps to its particular 

iality. One makes nothing but sole leather, another certain 
qualities of fine leather, and so on. In one they treat about 900 
horse hides and 700 calf hides a day and employ about 550 hands. 
They make nothing but the finer qualities of leather and import 
most of their hides and material. 
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The exports of leather of all sorts last year from the United 
States and the United Kingdom were as follows, viz. :— 


Exported from United States ; 
12 mcnths ended 31st December. 


1898. 1899. 1900. 
£ £ 
Sole leather ... 1,341,786 1,414,211 1,359,071 
Upper and other leather ... oii ws.| 2,550,473 3,190,883 3,077,916 
Boots and shoes... 405,088 764,257 963,803 
Harness and saddles 44,311 61,697 99,847 
Other manufactures ie ens ext 224,346 154,334 159,574 
Total ooo £| 4,566,004 5,585,382 5,660,211 


Exported from United Kingdom 
12 months ended 31st December. 


1898, 1899. 1900. 
Leather— & 
Unwrought 1,421,996 1,483,114 1,449,537 
Wrought (except "poots and shoes) on 408,427 429,637 481,698 
Boots and shoes... 1,493,931 | 1,426,608 | 1,480,962 
Saddlery and harness bee 445,012 464,111 477,219 
Total bee £| 3,769,366 3,803,470 3,889,416 


The following figures are worthy of the attention of British 
tanners as showing what progress is being made by the United 
States in securing a share of the trade in British Colonies. 


: Table showing the Exports of Sole Leather and Upper Leather 
during the 12 months ended 31st December. 


To. 1898. 1899. 1900. 
Sole leather—- £ £ 
West Indies and Bermuda ... éoe 1,491 1,900 1,586 
British Australasia ... ite ow 6,876 9, 672 8,584 
Africa ... om ooo oop eo. 5,508 7, 446 20,438 
Total (sole leather)... ...| 13,875 19,018 80,608 
Upper leather— 

West Indies and Bermuda i 
Cuba and Porto Rico)... 3,948 6,070 6,767 
British Australasia ... ous oi 59,172 88,620 132,110 
Africa ... ove ese 4,668 7,209 5,701 
Total (upper leather) ...| 67,788 101,899 144,578 
Total of both kinds £2) 81,663 120,917 175,186 


| 
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Though these figures in themselves are not large, yet the mere 
fact that they show an increase of over 100 per cent. in three 
years speaks for itself. 

A visit to some of the boot and shoe factories in the United 
States will at once convince one that American manufacturers mean 
business, and are doing their best to overcome the difficulties of 
transport, &c., under which they labour, by producing an article 
cheaply and, at the same time, of a sufficiently good quality to 
please their customers. 

All the latest designs of machinery are found in the workshops. 
With the exception of cutting out the materials used in making 
the upper part of the boots, practically none of the work is done 
by hand. Large and small sewing machines are, of course, largely 
used and are driven by power. Scalloping, skiving, folding, 
button sewing, and self-feeding eyeletting machines are in 
universal use, also the usual sole-cutting and rounding machines, 
wire tackers, pegging, and heel attaching, trimming, and burnishing 
machines. It is impossible to give a list of all the machinery in 
use. The mere fact that from 300 to 500 hands are able to turn 
out from 1,500 to 3,000 pairs of boots and shoes per day is sufficient 
to show that practically all the work is done by machinery. 

It is the use of so much of this improved machinery that enables 
the American manufacturer to turn out such large quantities, and 
to do it so cheaply. 

Hand-made boots are almost unknown, as so many of the 
difficulties to be contended with formerly have been overcome. In 
consequence of this the public get a cheaper article in comparison 
with the quality than formerly, and the manufacturer obtains a 
correspondingly higher profit. 

The machines are run at a rapid rate and the work is divided up 
in such a way that the workpeople are kept doing the same work 
continually, Payment by the piece is generally adopted, and the 
hours from 10 a.m. to 5.30 p.m., with half-an-hour interval in the 
middle of the day for dinner. 

The organisation as a rule leaves nothing to be desired. The 
factories in Chicago are generally in buildings of five or six stories, 
fitted with electric light and elevators throughout. The leather is 
cut at the top of the building and passes down from floor to floor 
as the work progresses until it reaches the ground floor as a 
finished article. It is here packed and sent away. So system- 
atically is the work done in many of the factories that a boot will 
pass down from the top to the bottom of the house without once 
owing from one side of a floor to another until it goes to be 
packed. 

American manufacturers are going to make a bid for the South 
American boot trade as well as fhe Reteeece and Colonial. There 


is also some talk of an American factory being started in the City 


, 
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of Mexico. It will have a daily capacity of about 2,500 pairs. 
Mexican leather will be used. 

Those interested are at present agitating for the repeal of the 
tax of 15 per cent. on imported hides into the United States, and 
it is said that this is likely to be done before very long, thus giving 
American manufacturers a further advantage. 

Practically the whole of the boots and shoes made in the United 
States came formerly from the factories situated in the east, Boston 
being the centre. Latterly, however, many tanneries have sprung up 
further west, about Chicago especially, so as to be near the supply 

_ of hemlock bark. The boot and shoe factories have naturally 
/ followed suit, and consequently a considerable portion of the trade 
has been taken out of the hands of the eastern makers, and they in 
turn have been obliged to look for other markets where they can 
dispose of their goods. It is therefore from that quarter that 
British manufacturers must look for the severest competition. 

It has been suggested that a combination of American manufac- 
turers should erect in different parts of the world large warehouses 
in which could be stored different kinds and sizes of boots and 
| shoes so that retailers could replenish their stocks as and when 
/ they required it. The advantages of such a plan, should it be 
| carried out, would be considerable. 


: 
&§ 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


A copy haz been received at the Board of Trade, through the India 
saat Office, of a Circular (No. IV. of 1901), issued 
Li by the Finance and ommerce Department of 
Oil tine the Government of India on the 22nd Janu 
? last, relating to the practice which should be 
, followed in affixing trade descriptions to certain 
adulterated goods—namely, linseed oil, turpentine, and paints— 
under the Indian Merchandise Marks Act of 1889. The procedure: 
prescribed for all ports in India is that such goods are to be passed. 
by the Customs authorities if they are marked ‘“‘reduced,” “ mixed,” 
“boiled,” or “ mineral,” but if they are adulterated to the extent 
of 50 per cent. or more, the actual percentage of the adulteration 
must be conspicuously marked on the receptacles containing them. 
These orders apply to white lead, white zinc, red lead, and similar 
compositions ; and also to linseed oii and turpentine. : 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


A copy has been Board Trade the “ British 
. ntral Africa Gazette” for the 31st December 
last, containing certain regulations in force in 
the Administration of North-Eastern Rhodesia, 
sure) framed with a view to the prevention of the 
~ introduction of the coffee leaf disease into that 
North-Basiem 
The regulations prohibit the introduction 
into North-Eastern Rhodesia of all seeds or dried plants which 
have as their place of origin India, Ceylon, the Straits Settlements, 
Dutch East Indies, Mauritius, Zanzibar, Guatemala, the Central 
American States, German East Africa, or Natal, unless the 
importer can produce a written permit signed by the Administrator. 
Seeds or living or dried plants may be imported from other than 
the prohibited countries; but the importers must first satisfy the 
Collector of Customs at the port of entry, by reasonable means of 
proof (such as invoices, bills of lading, or certificates of origin), 
that the said seeds and plants do not emanate from any of the 
prohibited countries. 
The Administrator is empowered, by notice in the “ Gazette,” 
to omit any of the countries above specified from the list of pro- 
hibited countries, or to add the name of any other country thereto. 


. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
a copy of an Act.of the New South Wales Legis- 
glen lature, assented to on the 5th December last, 

* which authorises the Governor of the Colony, 
at any time before the imposition by the Australian Commonwealth 
of uniform duties of Customs, to reduce, by Proclamation, the 
excise duties leviable on tobacco, cigars, cigarettes, spirits, and beer. 


QUEENSLAND. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
“ copy of an Act of the Queensland Legislature, 
assented to on the 28th. 1900, 
Diteatton: Aat authorising the Governor in Council, at any 

1900” | ‘ime within three months before the imposition 
2 of uniform Customs duties by the Australian 

Commonwealth, to reduce, by Proclamation, the Customs duties 
on unmanufactured tobacco and the Excise duties on tobacco, cigars, 
cigarettes, spirits, and beer, it being provided, however, that no 
such Customs or Excise duty is to be reduced below the minimum 
duty payable at the time upon articles of the same description in 
any other State of the Commonwealth. 

In cases where a contract has been entered into, before the date 
of the Proclamation, for the purchase or delivery after such date 
of any of the articles mentioned, the purchaser will be allowed to 
deduct from the price of the article the amount of any reduction of 
duty effected by the Proclamation, or, when the price has already 
been paid, will be entitled to recover an amount equivalent to 
such reduction from the vendor. The vendor may, however, in 
cases affected by this provision, declare the contract null and void 
by notice in writing served on the purchaser within 14 days after 
the date of the publication of the Proclamation. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


The following notice has mapeeert in the “ West Australian Govern- 
. ment Gazette ” for the 1st January last :— 
“The attention of directed to 
“the following provisions of ‘The Customs 
Consolidation Act, 1892’ :— 

“ Section 107.—If any person imports or lands, or attempts 
“to import or land, into Western Australia, any goods of a 
‘i rous nature—that is to say, explosives, lucifer matches, 
* petroleum, kerosene, naphtha, benzine, acids, or goods of a like 
* nature—without specially declaring the same at the Custom 
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“‘ House prior to importation or landing, or shall be concerned in, 
“ or aid or abet in, any such importation or landing, or attempt to 
“ import or land the same, every such person shall be subject to a 
“ penalty of one hundred pounds, and the goods may be forfeited.” 


RUSSIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 514-516 of 
Seciennis iat last week’s “Journal,” relative to the applica- 
Import Duties on “1°” of increased tariff rates in Russia to 
Certain Products Products of the United States dutiable on 
of the United  i™portation into that country under certain 
States. —- Certin. *°ctions of the Russian Tariff, and also relative 
cimat@tinte the requirement of certificates of origin for 
Simil —- of similar goods of other nationality, the Board of 
other Nationality Trade have now received information, through 
* the Foreign Office, to the effect that products 
of the United States comprised under Section 150 of the Tariff 
will be subject to the ‘‘General Tariff*” with an addition of 20 per 
cent., and that those comprised under Sections 151, 152, 153, 161 
and 167 (paragraph 2), will be subject to the “General Tariff*” with 
an addition of 30 per cent. 
The articles pat. th in the above mentioned sections will. there- 
fore, apparently be dutiable, on importation into Russia from the 
United States, at the following rates :— 


Section 


0 Deseription of Articles. Rate of Duty. English 
Tariff, 


Equivalent. 


Rs, Cop. & 8s. d. 
150 | Cast-iron wares : 
(1) | Rough iron castings ees eee 
(2) | Vessels of cast-iron, enamelled ... 
(3) | Cast-iron goods, worked, filed, 
olished, turned, painted, 
ronzed, varnished, enamelled 
(except vessels), coated with 
zinc, tin, or other common 
metals, evenin combination with 
wood, or with copper or its alloys 
151 Manufactures of iron or steel, 
forged, stamped, cast, not filed or 
filed on the sides and edges only, 
but not otherwise wrought; 
forged nails ese eee 
152 | Boiler work of iron or steel, such 
as boilers, reservoirs, tanks, cases, 
bridges, pipes, and all articles of 
sheet iron or steel not specially 


Poud 1 35 | Cwt. © 8 10} 
» O1110 


” 3 31h ” 


* NotE,—The rates of the “ General Tariff” are the maximum rates leviable. 


{ 
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Section i 
English 
be of Description of Articles. Rate of Duty. Equivalent. 
Rs. Cop. d. 


153 | Manufactures of iron or steel not 
specially tariffed, shaped, turned, 
polished, bronzed, or otherwise 
worked, combined or not with 
segs copper, or its alloys, weigh- 


qd) , than 5 funts each Pond 814 1 1 9 
(2) Five funts each or less 5 26} 
161 Tools for arts, trades, factories and : 


‘G67 (2)| Gas and water meters; motors 
worked by gas, hot air, or petro- 
leum; dynamos; sewing and 
knitting machines; portable 
engines (except those with 
threshers of a complicated system); 
tenders ; fire-engines (except 
steam fire-engines) ; machines of 
all kinds not specially tariffed,* 
of cast or wrought iron or of 
steel, with or without parts made 


With regard to the certificates of origin required for goods 
Similar to those specified above, imported from countries other than 
the United States, H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg telegraphs 
that certificates issued by Chambers of Commerce should bear 
the official seal of the Chamber, but need not be verified by a 
Russian Consul. 


*NoTE.—The following machinery, being separately tariffed, is not affected by 
the present provisions :—Railway locomotives and traction engines ; locomotive 
waggons and steam waggonettes ; agricultural machinery and apparatus not pro- 
vided with steam-motors ; reaping and sheaf-binding machines ; steam ploughs; 

~€lover-threshers of a complicated system with two drums; steam threshers of a 
complicated system, with beating drums not less than 4} feet in width and with 
joint pins not less than 40 inches in width ; hay-scatterers ; horse rakes; grass 
seed sorters; sorters with spiral wire cylinders; potato sorters; machines for 
‘scattering powdered manure; crushers; bellows and injectors for vineyards and 
‘trees ; grape crushers ; grape presses with continuous motion ; centrifugal cream 
separators with their parts ; all newly invented and improved agricultural machines 
and implements intended for experimental stations and museums. 


GERMANY. 


“The Board of Trade have received, ee the Foreign Office, 
Customs translations of certain Orders, recently issued 


by the Hamburg Customs Authorities, with 


Decisions. regard to the classification of certain articles 
imported via Hamburg into the German Customs Union. The 
following is the substance of these Orders :— 
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Brushes for dean dogs.—These brushes, which resemble flesh. 
gloves, and are'’made by sewing on to one side of a bag of coloured 
woven cotton fabric a rough velvet-like woven material of horsehair 
and jute yarn, are to pay duty under No. 4 b of the Customs Tariff 
at the rate of 24 marks per 100 kilogs. (12s. 2d. per cwt.). 

Ring-shaped bands of polishing paper, consisting of polishing 
paper cut into — and pasted together so as to form rings 
destined to be placed directly upon sharpening wheels of a certain 
size, such as are used in shoe factories, are to pay duty as “ paper 
goods,” under No. 27 f 2 of the Customs Tariff, at the rate of 12° 
marks per 100 kilogs. (6s. 1d. per cwt.). 


Congratulation cards, and other cards made of papers on the 
embossed parts of which are gummed small flowers, &c., made of 
silk or half silk material, are to pay duty under No. 20 c 3 of the 
roage Tariff, at the rate of 120 marks per 100 kilogs. (81. 1s. Od. 
per cwt.). 


SPAIN. 


A translation has been received at the Board of Trade, througlr 
iff Classifica. the Foreign Office, of a Spanish Royal Decree 
— of Certain ‘ated the Ist ult., establishing the Tariff 
Metal Sheets classification of certain metal sheets and plates. 
and Plates. imported into Spain as follows :— 


Article, | Tariff Rate, 
Sheets and plates of iron or steel, Pes. Cts. £a & 
galvanised— 
Of 3 millimetres or more in thickness | 42 | 100 Kilogs.10 70 Cwt.0 4 4% 
Of less than 8 millimetres _,, 43 , & 
Cold rolled, corrugated or perforated} 44 16 00; , 0 6 
Do., do., nickelled oo) 25 00 » 0.30.3 
Sheets and plates of copper or brass— 
Gilt or silvered see ine Kilog. 2 50 
Sheets and plates of zinc— 
Nickelled ... | 84 [100 Kilogs. 25 00) , 010 2 
Coated with copper or brass 10 00; , O 4 OF 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. rag of hoped 
: “ Journal ” for the 19th July last, the Board of 
ee ” Trade have now received, through the Foreign 
on OF Office, a translation of a Spanish Royal Order 


Sporting Guns. extending from three to six months the duration 
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of the Custom House passes for the free re-importation of sporting 
guns by Spaniards returning from abroad, and also for the re-ex- 
portation of sporting guns by foreigners who had previously been 
permitted to import them free of duty. 


PORTUGAL—PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA). 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
Office, to the effect that, in accordance with a 


ae —- Portuguese Decree of 8th November last, no 
&c P _ import or export duties or other charges will be 
pay levied for one year from that date in respect of 


steamers (and their cargoes) calling regularly 
at Port Amelia on Lake Nyassa. 


ROUMANIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 458 of the 
“Journal” for the 21st ult., the Board of 


Customs Duti Trade have now received information, through 
Cert » 5 ~ va the Foreign Office, to the effect that the con- 


cession referred to in that notice (namely, 
that duties would not be levied at the increased rates in the case 
of goods proved to have been contracted for at fixed prices before 
the publication of the modifications in the Tariff) has been 
modified so as to apply only to sales in Roumania contracted by 
importers. ‘The concession is not to apply in the case of foreign 
imports. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following Circular has been issued oy yt — States 
. Treasury Department under the date of 24th 

‘In pursuance of the provisions of section 5 
produced in «of tho Act of 24th July, 1897, the following 
“amounts of bounties paid or bestowed by 
“ Austria-Hungary on the export of sugars are hereby declared for 
“ the assessment of additional duties, viz. :— 

“1. On sugar under 99°3 per cent. and not less than 90 per 
“* cent. polarisation, 2°445 crowns per 100 kilogs. 

“2. On sugar of at least 99°3 per cent. polarisation, 3°515 crowns 
“ per 100 kilogs. : 
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“‘ The liquidation of entries covering sugars produced in Austria- 
“ Hungary on or after 1st August, 1900, may be suspended until 
“ the next ascertainment and proclamation under the provisions of 
“the said section 5. The duties on such entries will be estimated 


‘* on the basis of the bounties herein specified, and will be liqui- 
‘‘ dated on the basis of the bounties to be declared hereafter.” 


PORTO RICO. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

Internal copy of the “ Gaceta de Puerto Rico” for the 3rd 
sean: Gomes ult. containing a Circular (No. 17), issued from 

on tutetin the Office of the Treasurer of Porto Rico, con- 
Wines welll cerning certain “ Internal Revenue Taxes,” im- 

Seiten On posed by an Act of the Legislature of the Island, 

>” approved on the 3lst of January last. The 

following are the principal provisions of this Act which are 
enumerated in the Circular referred to :— 

“By virtue of the provisions of an Act of the Legislative 
“Assembly of Porto Rico, approved the 31st day of January, 
“1901, and entitled ‘An Act to Provide Revenue for the People 
“ of Porto Rico and for other purposes,’ the following articles are, 
“on and after that date, subject to taxation at the rates and in the 
“manner enumerated below, at the time the said articles are 
“manufactured and shipped from the factory for sale or con- 
“sumption in Porto Rico, or imported for sale or consumption 
“in Porto Rico.” 


Dols.* Cts. 
On each or every gallon, or fraction thereof, of distilled 
spirits 
. Rum and bay rum distilled in Porto Rico, or im- 
ported from the United States 0 60 
Rum and bay rum, imported from countries other 
than the United States... 1 CO 
All other distilled spirits, whether distilled in Porto 
Rico or imported ... 0 80 
Distilled spirits, adulterated .. + . O 40 
Champagne ... oes 1 00 
Wines and beers, adulterated coe ose 0 15 
On each thousand or fraction thereof of :— 
Cigars and cigarettes manufactured in Porto Rico, 
or imported from the United States— 
Which do not exceed 3 lbs. per 1,000 


* The dollar referred to is the United States dollar, equal to 4s, 2d. 
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Which exceed 3 lbs. per 1,000 
Cigars and cigarettes imported from countries other 

than the United States— 
Which do not exceed 3 lbs. per 1,000 sae me 
Which exceed 3 Ibs. per 1,000 ‘ne bes a 

“On each pound or fraction thereof of :— 

Tobacco, manufactured or partially manufactured, in 

any form, which is manufactured in Porto Rico or 

imported ‘from the United States. 0 05 
Tobacco, manufactured or partially manufactured, 

in any form, imported from countries other than 

Playing cards, on each pack... ee 0 
Proprietary medicinal preparations, ‘toilet ‘articles, 

cosmetics, perfumery, on the invoice value thereof 5 °/, 
Oleomargarine or other butter substitute, on each 

pound 0 10 
Arms and ammunition of all kinds (not the property 

of the United States Government, Insular Govern- 

ment, or of corporations or municipalities), on the 

invoice value thereof 25 °%/, 
On each gross of boxes, containing not over 100 

sticks to the box, of matches manufactured in 

Porto Rico or imported from the United States... 0 15 
Matches imported from countries other than the 

United States ase 


‘These taxes will be paid by the affixture al cancellation of 
internal revenue stamps in such manner and form as may be 
designated by the Treasurer of Porto Rico. 

Every manufacturer and importer shall furnish bond, conditioned 
on the faithful compliance with the law, which shall in no case 
- exceed in amount 50 per cent. of the annual value of their manu- 
factures or importations, and failure to provide such bond will be 
punished by a fine of from 100 dols. to 1,000 dols., or to imprison- 
-ment from one month to one year. 

Manufacturers or importers who fail to affix and cancel the 
stamps required by this law, in payment of the tax on the 
merchandise which they manufacture and ship from their factories, 
or withdraw from the Custom House through which they may be 
imported, shall pay a fine of from 100 dols. to 1,000 dols., or be 
imprisoned for from one month to one year, and all merchandise 
on which they fail to pay the tax shall be confiscated. 


q 

q 

q Dols, Cts. 
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SAN SALVADOR. 
New Customs Tariff—(Continued from p. 527.) 


Nore.—Particulars as to the mode of payment of the import 
duties leviable under the Salvadorian Customs Tariff, and as to 
the surtaxes and additional duties charged thereon (which amount 
in all to a total increase of about 125 per cent. on the tariff rates), 
will be found at p. 520 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 
28th ult. 


Description of Article. Unit. | 
Metals and Manufactures thereof. . Pes.*Cts,. 
Tron ana steel— 
Steel— 
In bars, rods, sheets or plates ... | Kilog. 05 


Large saws for sawmills and sawye!s ; letterpresses ... 

Waggon and carriage springs ... 

Handsaws, files, rasps, measuring tapes, and other ‘artisans’ 
tools, nct specifi 

Wire, unclassified... ons 

Wire gauze, and springs ‘for mattresses and furniture oe ” 

Strings for musical instruments 

Pens, for writing .. 

Agricultural machinery of steel or iron, “and iron vessels for 
shipping balsam ; scientific instruments not specified ; 
barbed wire for fences, with hooks and stretchers ; plonghs ; ; 
surgical instruments with or without cases ... _- Free... 

Steel or iron, in galvanised sheets, for roofing ; screws and 
washers for the same ; ridge caps, galvanised ; tanks, reser- 
voirs, steam and water pipes, whether tinned or not ; chains 
for use of ships or carts and surveyors’ chains ; pulleys, 
lifting jacks, large presses for industrial purposes, tackle 
— rowlocks, bearings; speaking trumpets; washers ; 
pl lates for tyres of 24 to 3 English inches in width and 

lf an inch in thickness ; wheels for waggons; axles; 


ooooo 


hand cars ; rails, and spikes for the same; hoops and bands | 
for barrels or other uses ; grate bars for boilers ; machinery 
of all kinds for manufacturing purposes ; motors, with any | 
kind of power ; water tanks ; bee-keepers’ masks ; magnets ; | 
lithographic presses ; horse-rakes ; cables of iron, steel or | 
brass wire; portable forges; anchors and hawsers; riveted 
kettles when their weight exceeds 30 kilogs. each ; moulds ) 
for sugar. (The articles mentioned in this paragraph are 
exempt from a surtax of 3 pesos per 100 kilogs. which is 
chargeable on all other dutiable tiga goods unless other- 


wise specially noted) ove eos eee .. | Kilog.| 0 OF 

Iron— 
In bars, rods, plates and sheets per OF 
Tinned sheets 0 0% 


Tron, cast, in cooking stoves, ovens, cooking utensils, vases and 
pots for plants and flowers, portable stoves, mortars, hand- 
mills for coffee or for other uses, hand pumps, letter-presses, 
platform and counter scales and steelyards ; unspecified 
machines, operated by windlass, capstan or pedal, with the 
exception of those for agricultural purposes ; statues ; shoe 
lasts ; irons for tailors and for laundries ; weights oe ” 0 OF 


* (NoTE,—The nominal value of the Salvadorian peso is 4s.) 


| 
| 
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Description of Article. Unit. | 

Pes. Cts. 

q Iron and steel (continued)— 4 

1 .. Iron, cast, in safes ; common wire nails, nails for tyres and > 


horseshoes, brads, tacks and small nails of all kinds not 
—— ; cradles, beds, cots, stools, sofas, brackets, tables, 
shelves, and other furniture of the same kind ; lattices or 
gratings, balconies, balustrades, and exterior adornments 
for buildings; kettles of 30 kilogs.or less in weight ; 
anvils, vices, hammers and pincers for blacksmiths ; bottle 
holders, rat or mole traps, screws, and presses of all kinds ; 
j rivets; candlesticks ; stone breakers’ hammers ; mattocks ; 
q ferules or holders for securing axles; shovels, spades, 
_ picks, hand rakes, crowbars, scythes, sickles, pruning 
shears, plough points, and other similar rough tools, not 
specified ; horse shoes, and unclassified chains; thin 
panera tinned or otherwise, perforated for sieves ... ... | Kilog.| 0 10 
Iron or steel in picks, bars, axes, drills, or punches ; beds, cradles, 
cots, sofas, brackets, tables, shelves, and similar furniture 
ornamented with other metal ; hanging steelyards, and other 
scales not specified ; spigots for casks ... sae ch sit 
Tron or steel wire netting ; cooking utensils of wrought iron ; 
tinned nails and tacks of all kinds ; tinned buckles of all 
kinds for harness and saddles; currycombs; cast iron, 
tinned, enamelled, or galvanised, in pitchers, tubs, buckets, 
foot and body baths, pipes and gutters for roofs, and other 
similar objects for domestic and other uses ...  ... | 20 
NoTEe.— Manufactured articles of thin tinned sheet iron 

will be dutiable as tinware. 
Iron or steel pincers, adzes, braces, bits, augers, gravers, 

gimlets, trepans, drills, chisels, gouges, jack planes, planes, 

groovers, and blades for the same; tinners’ shears; unclassified » & 
hammers, hatchets, punches, steels, wrenches, screw wrenches, 
pipe wrenches, screw-drivers, levels, squares, rasps, plumbs, 
compasses, pliers, nail pullers, apparatus for loading cart- 
ridges, and other unspecified tools, with or without wooden 
handles, for artisans ; lamps, lanterns, and their accessories ; 
kitchen utensils, basins and washing sets, water pitchers, 
coffee pots, milk cans, fountains, plates, tumblers, cups, 
boilers, forks, ladles, bath tubs, spittoons, chamber pots, water 
pipes, candlesticks, and other articles for domestic and other 
uses, cast or forged, enamelled or varnished ... balk me ” 0 2 
Iron or steel in cages, fly screens, and other articles of wire, 
not classified; locks or fastenings for furniture; hinges, 
bolts, key rings, keyhole plates ; bootjacks; grips, handles, 
and other iron fittings for doors, windows, oY furniture, 
not specified ; stirrups ; trunks, and the same when lined with 
iron’; iron buttons ; flower pots not classified ; images, toys, 
tips for shoes, fruit squeezers, spatulas ; pointed knives with 
handles of wood, bone or horn ; can openers ; single-bladed 
penknives, with handles of wood, bone, or horn ; machetes, 
daggers, table sets (knives, forks, and spoons), unclassified % 0 30 
Iron or steel in locks and fastenings for doors and windows ; 
scissors of all kinds not classified ; hair-cutting machines ; 
tinned or japanned articles, such as waiters, sugar bowls, trays, 
cash boxes, basins, water pipes, table casters, fountains, fruit 
stands, sprinklers, and other tinned or enamelled ware fcr 


domestic or other uses... 0 40 
Iron or steel, in bits, curbs, spurs and collars for animals ; 

thimbles ; fishhooks ; corkscrews ; nutcrackers ; roller skates ; 

velocipedes or bicycles and their accessories ; manufactured 

nickel-plated objects of any kind, not specified, wrought or ow 


cast... eee eee eee one eee eee ” 


§ 
q 
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Description of Article. 


Unit 


Tron and steel (continued)— 


Iron or steel, in pins, common or large,and hairpins, of any form 
and kind not specified ; machetes and daggers, unclassified, 
with leather scabbards ; pen and pocket knives of whatever 
kind, unclassified ; clasps, brooches, eyelets ; needles of all 
kinds and sizes ; ‘tinder boxes and steels ; weavers’ gues 

Iron or steel in frames for umbrellas and parasols, “with or 
without canes 

Iron or steel in poniards, swords ‘and sabres of “all kinds, not 
classified, with or without common metal scabbards 

Iron or steel in knives, machetes, daggers, swords, ponia: 

n and clasp knives, razors, with or without sheath, table 
ives, forks, or x ae with handles of ivory, mother-of- 
pearl, tortoise-she silver, gilded or silvered metal, or 
aluminium... 
Note.—Iron or “steel, coated with copper or bronze, will 
be dutiable as bronze and copper. 


Aluminium— 
Bars, sheets, and wire 
Pens, for writing .. ae 
Table services, and objects ‘not specified 


eee eee eee eee eee eee 


Bronze, copper, and brass— 

Scientific instruments of bronze, not specified ... wee 

Bronze, copper, or brass kettles weighing more than 
40 kilogs.; counters or checks, for use of farmers, &c. ; 
apparatus for distilling spirits (only admissible under 
special permission of the Minister of Finance) “ oa 

(The above are exempt from the surtax of 3 pesos per 
100 kilogs,*) 

Bars and rods 

Plates, large and small ; sheets, solder, and bearings dé 

Kettles of 40 kilogs. or less in weight ; bells weighing 
15 kilogs. or more; sinks or reservoirs ; lamps and lanteras, 
with their parts and accessories 

Wire, nails, tacks, brads, screws and nuts, washers, candle- 
sticks, soldering irons, mortars, hinges, knobs for furniture, 
saddle mountings, dcor-knobs, casters for 
and small pulley-wheels for windows .. 

Distilling apparatus (not for spirits)... 

(These articles may be introduced only by. permission of 
the Minister of Finance.) 

Locks and fastenings for doors and windows, and for furni- 
ture ; ornaments of all kinds; holders for curtains; rings 
and hooks ; balances ; compasses ; padlocks; furniture, and 
springs for the same ; ; beds and cradles ; ‘polts ; Crosses ; 
bells of 15 kilogs. or less in weight; hand bells ; hand 
holds ; cow bells; chains ; plumb weights ; spurs ; stirrups ; ; 
shelves ; figures ; images; flower pots; basps ; railings ; 
weights ; spigots for casks; oil cans; links; candlesticks ; 
woven wire ; cages and other articles of wire ; office utensils; 
cooking and other domestic utensils ; buckles, brooches 
and clasps ; thimbles ; eyelets ; shoe tips ; collars for animals ; 
large pins or prongs, not specified ; leaf, and books of the 
same; unclassified jewellery ; alphabets and numerals for 
marking ; ; Weavers’ combs ; _— and bands; and in “7 
form not specified ove 


Kilog. 


0 60 


* This surtax is chargeable on all articles Gonna unless rena specially noted. 


| 
Rate of 
| | Duty. | 
Pes, Cts, 
? 
0 60 
1 00 
ie 1 50 
>) ” 2 00 
” 0 50 
eee ee ” 2 00 
Free. 
47) Kilog.| 0 01 
0 109 
0 2 
0 40 
0 50 
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Description of Article. Unit. Duty. 
Bronze, r, and brass (continued) — Pes. Cts, 
Nickel lated, for any purpose Kilog. 00 
Bronze, copper or brass jewellery, imitating gold, lacquered, 
plated, or gilded ... 2 00 
Other metals— 
Tin, pure or mixed— 
In bars, sheets, or soldering bars ioe ” 0 10 
Manufactured articles for domestic or other uses ; toys 
capsules for bottles ; tinfoil for wrapping .. a ” 0 30 
Babbitt, and white metal in sheets and plates .. ” 0 20 
White metal and German silver, in articles not " specified, and 
all kinds of metal ware ; nickel, in table services and other 
for any purposes ... ” 0 20 
old. 
In bars, dust or coins... wel Free. 
Manufactured in leaf, powder, or in liquid for gilding «| Kilog.} 8 00 
Jewellery, with or without precious stones ; pens ; medals ; 
thimbles ; pencil cases ; ornaments for churches and other — 
see eee eee eee see eee ” 
In bars, dust, or coined . _ Free. 
Manufactured in leaf, ‘powder, or liquid for plating or 
painting ; table services ; common jewellery ; silver orna- 
ments for churches, and other articles not specified Kilog.| 2 00 
Platinum, in powder or otherwise... | Free. 
Pewter, manufactured in spoons, ladles, forks, and other 
domestic articles ... | Kilog.| 0 30 
In barsorrods ... ... 0 02 
Manufactured— 
In sheets or pipes, for roofs ... cab os 0 04 
Shot or bullets . me 0 08 
Toys or other objects not specified . ms 0 30 
Plated ware, of steel, iron, copper, bronze, ‘brass, nickel, or white 
metal, plated or gilded, such as tea or coffee sets, trays, 
cream jugs, tea and cofice pots, plates, dishes, napkin rings, 
spoons, ladles, knives, forks, sugar tongs, fruit stands, 
preserve and butter dishes, salt-cellars, vases, candlesticks, 
cruet stands, pitchers, basins, cups, bowls, purses, inkstands, 
crucifixes, crosses, cigarette cases, stoppers, card cases, 
flower pots, bells for animals, hand bells, and other articles 
of gilded or plated metal, not specified ane 2 00 
inc— 
In bars, rods, sheets, or platcs ... 0 06 
Perforated sheets, for sieves as 0 08 
Manufactured in oraaments, bronzed statues, or figures ; 
alphabets and numerals for marki ng ; articles for 
domestic and other uses ove 0 30 
Paper and Cardboard. 
Printing paper for periodicals, without finish and unglazed ; 
music paper and pieces of music; printed books and 
pamphlets ; loose or bound periodicals ; almanacs in book 
form ; commercial circulars and advertisements... 0 
(The above goods are exempt from the surtax of 3 pesos 
per 100 kilogs.*) 


* This surtax is charged on a'l good: un!css otherw-se specially noted. 


q ‘ 
4 
a 
a 
q ¢ 
q 
q 
iq 


Mar. 7, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 583 
New Salvadorian Oustoms Tariff. 
Description of Article. Unit. om 4 
Paper and cardboard (continued)— 
Pes, Cts 
Paper and cardboard in sheets for binding, lithography, gy 8 
pi ol and other industrial purposes; tarred paper fo 
Kilog.| 0 Ol 
New nd cardboard, “common, and brown paper, for packing ; : 
blotting paper and filter paper .. pee 0 038 
Empty boxes or bags of paper and cardboard for packing ; : 
drawing models ; geographical maps and charts... eco ” 0 05 
Paper or cardboard, sanded, of all kinds... 0 06 
Do., do., white or coloured, without glazing or finish, for 
printing, not otherwise specified ; common paper, coloured : 
and glazed, for packing and for paper flags ... ” 0 10 
Writing paper of all kinds ; blank books of all sizes, ‘ruled or 
otherwise, not specified ; paper and cardboard for flowers ; 
drawing and copying paper ; labels and cards, blank es ” 0 20 
Wall paper; marbled or printed paper for bookbinding eae ” 0 2 
Cigarette paper of all kinds; envelopes; almanacs with 
detachable dates; tickets, labels and cards, printed, en- 
graved or lithographed ; blank forms, loose or bound, for 
drafts, receipts, consignment notes, accounts, invoices, &c., 
and in general all matter, printed, engraved or lithographed, 
which is to be filled in by handwriting ; paper and card- 
board in pocket books and cigar and cigarette cases ; orna- 
ments of all kinds; masks ; lanterns and lampshades ; 
balloons; images; frames and mouldings; articles of 
domestic use or any other articles not specified. anh ss 0 30 
Paper, gilded, silvered or enamelled, for flowers and similar 
articles... 0 50 
Parchment, in sheets or manufactured ; ‘playing cards, ‘fine or 
common ; shirt fronts, collars, and cuffs of paper ... si 0 60 
Books, printed, lithographed or engraved, with covers of velvet, 
plush, tortoise-shell, mother-of-pearl, percha, 
celluloid, or metal 1 00 
Miscellaneous Articles. 
Albums : 
With covers of common paper, cloth or cardboard Pe 0 60 
With = of any other material not specified ... ” 1 00 
Animals, living or slaughtered, not — (with the 
exception of cattle, &c., from the neigh oes Republics) ; . 
domestic fowls... one ool Free. 
Apparatus for gymnastics and calisthenics seo ses -. | Kilog.| 0 10 
Apparatus and pumps for extinguishing fires ... tee oof — Free. 
Apparatus for reproducing manuscript ... Kilog.; 0 10 
Articles for office use, not classified eth Ps 0 60 
Articles, apparatus, tools and materials, not "specified, for 
dentists, including artificial teeth  .., 2 00 
Articles, apparatus, todls and materials, not ‘specified, . for 
watchmakers, jewellers, and silversmiths, pega watch 
glasses i... eee 1 00 
Articles and apparatus, not “classified, for ‘photography. 0 40 
Articles and apparatus, machinery, tools, and materials, not 
specified, for printing offices, railroads, piers, telegraphs, 
electric light, and for producing light by means of carbon- 
ated hydrogen, acetylene, and other gases * 0 OL 
(Exempt from surtax of 3 pesos per 190 kilogs.*) 


* This surtax is charged on all goods unless oth ‘rwise specially noted, 


| 
4 
» 
4 


| 
q 
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| Description of Article. unit. | We of 
q Miscellaneous articles (continued)— | Pes. Cts. 
. | Asbestos, and amianthus for machinery .. .. | Kilog.| 0 01 
Baggage up to 100 kilogs. in weight, provided it bears evidence ? 
of been in use... — | Free. 
Do., unused, and all articles ‘in excess of "100 Kilogs. in 
weight, if not invoiced ... Kilog.| 3 00 
. (Furniture and household effects will not be considered as 
; ; , even though they have been used, nor will unused 
articles dutiable at a rate of more than 3 pesos per kilog.) 
a Balls, small, of stone, wood, glass, china, or common metal, 
4 unclassified, for children’s games i “ph ” 0 10 
q Do., of ivory, for billiards, and balls of imitation i ivory a 8 00 
ets— 
at Large or small, of wicker, rush, reed, or straw, without 
any adornment or lining of other material 0 30 
a Do., with adornments or lining of other material aan < 0 60 ? 
. | Bone or horn, and manufactured articles of the same, not , 
ified ... pee aps oo 0 60 
Bricks and tiles, of clay or other ew materials; fire- 
proof brick and clay ... 0 Ol 
(Exempt from surtax of 3 pesos per 100 kilogs. *) 
Brushes and brooms, of straw or esparto, of all kinds ao se 0 05 
Brushes for shoes, horse brushes, and other similar common 
brushes... 0 15 
Brushes for clothes and hats ; hair, tooth, and nail brushes ; : 
table brushes and other similar kinds; hair brooms, mounted 
in wood, bone, or horn ... a 0 60 
Do., do., do., mounted in tortoise-shell, mother-of-pearl, 
ivory, aluminium, silver, or gilded or plated metal ... 8 2 00 
Backles of all kinds and materials not specified ons me a 0 60 “a; 
Buttons— 
Of bone or horn, common, of all kinds not otherwise 
Silver, plated, or gilded one ove 2 00 
Cane, wicker, and bamboo, for furniture - 0 10 
Canes, walking, with or without swords, and. Tiding whips, 
with handles of any unclassified material . a 2 00 
Do. do., with handles of ivory, tortoise-shell, mother-of-pearl, 
gold, silver, gilt or silvered metal, or aluminium... ” 4 00 
Caps and nipples for 0 60 
Carbide of calcium . Free, 
“ Carbolineo avenarius” .. Kilog.| 0 OL 
Carriages or coaches of all kinds, ‘or any parts ‘of the same ; 
hand trucks for mechanical pianos; bath chairs, and baby 
carriages 0 20 
Cartridge cases, empty, of cardboard and brass, for shotguns 
and pistols 0 60 
Cases, for instruments, of all kinds, with or without contents ; ; 
and a packed with provisions ... Ps 2 00 
=> for bottles, all kinds, not = with or without 
ttles eee 1 50 
Celluloid in manufactured articles or in any form not ‘specified : 0 6u 
Cement— 
Roman or Portland .... ose Free. 
In tiles and bricks... Kilog.]| 0 O1 
(Exempt from surtax of 3 pesos per 100 kilogs.*) 
* This surtax is charged on all goods unless otherwise specially noted. 


4. 
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| 
Description of Article. Unit. ‘ee 
Miscellaneous articles (continued)— Pes, Cts, 
Charcoal, for drawing... Kilog.| 0 60 
Clasps, of common loose, 0 or attached to belts 
hooks andeyes ... 0 60 
Clocks— 
Table, wall, and any other kinds, not specified ... Pore 0 50 
Tower ... n 0 22% 
Coal, coke, animal and vegetable ‘charcoal i in lumps ol oo Free. 
Coal dust... ose ee «| Kilog.| 0 05 
Combs— 
Large, small, fine tooth-combs, wool-combs, +f and 
similar objects for hair dressing, not specified . ” 0 60 
Do. do., in ivory or mother-of-pearl one ” 2 00 
Do. do., in tortoise-shell, with or without gold mounting J 3 00 
Coral— 
Unmanufactured 1 00 
Manufactured in any ‘form, “not mounted in “gold or 
platinum... 2 00 
Cordage, for the use of vessels i in the ports lakes and : rivers of 
the Republic 0 Ol 
(Exempt from surtax of 3 pesos per 100 kilogs. *) ) 
Do., of all kinds, of 24 cmm., or less, in diameter is 0 20 
Cork, unmanufactured ; cork in taiaiaar or in any other form 
not specified ” 0 60 
Crockery, in pieces “for domestic service, and other forms not 
specified .. 0 08 
(By crockery i is understood non-transparent ware.) 
Crosses or crucifixes of common materials, not specified one 9 0 60 
Crowns, garlands, crosses, and other adornments for tombs, 
whether of glass, porcelain, or common mane’ with or with- 
out statuettes aoe 0 60 
Crucibles for foundries... 0 Ol 
(Exempt from surtax of 3 pesos per 100 ‘kilogs. *) 
Curtains, of bamboo ; curtains or screens of straw or esparto, 
for doors or windows ; window blinds or shutters of wood, 
painted or not; the same, of painted cloth, waxed, oiled, or 
varnished, with or without springs, plain or with patterns... ” 0 60 
Diamonds, mounted, for cutting glass... 2 00 
Dolls and images of ‘all kinds, not specified eee ose ose ” 0 30 


* This surtax is dunia upon all 11 goods unless otherwise specially noted. 


(To be continued.) 


BRAZIL. 


The Board of Trade have received information, privately, from 
Brazil that a number of shippers in the United 
Notice toShippers. Kingdom do not appear to appreciate the 
necessity of complying with the new regula- 
tions in regard to invoicing. Some shippers fail to give 
the particulars required by the regulations regarding freight and 
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expenses. There is no excuse for not giving these items, because 
they may be stated approximately without waiting for notes from 
shipping agents. Others fail to give the proper description of 
the goods according to the official nomenclature drawn up for the 
purpose, or to specify in detail the use and material of the article. 
It is the intention of the Brazilian authorities to inflict fines in all 
cases of invoices which do not conform to the rules. (See notice 
on page 527 of the ‘“ Board of Trade Journal” for 28th ult.) 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The “Review of the River Plate,” for 2nd February, 1901, 
contains a notice to the effect that a Decree has 


_— been issued by the Vice-President of the 
Wool for Export. Argentine Republic effecting a temporary 


modification of the Tariff valuation of wool for 
export, to date from the Ist February last. The Taritf valuation of 
the wool in question, i.e., ‘‘ wool, washed or unwashed, other 
than sheeps’ wool, called ‘criolla,’” is fixed at 2 dols. gold per 
10 kilogs., the former valuation having been 5 dols. gold. The 
new valuation is to remain in force only for the period of the 
duration of the present low price of wool. 

The export duty on wool is at the rate of 4 per cent. on the 
Tariff valuation stated. 


> 
q 
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RUSSIA. 


The following table, showing the number of vessels entered and 
itintum at cleared at the port of Helsingfors in 1899, 
Fi aps moral distinguishing the countries from which they 

~ opty arrived and those}for which they cleared, is taken 
= : from a report by the French Consul at Helsing- 
fors dated 10th December last :— 


Entered. Cleared, 

No. No. 
Sweden and Norway 1,264 1,120 
United Kingdom ... ove 536 577 
Portugal ... oon 8 4 


tained by the State, which always keep an open channel to these 
two ports. Hangi, which is situated at the extremity of the 
southernmost cape in Finland, is really the winter port of that 
country and of North Russia. During the ice period the traffic is 
very considerable, the number of ships entering and leaving bein 
from 709 to 800 per annum, with a tonnage of from 250,000 to 
300,000 tons. 


FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


With reference to the notice on p. 529 of last week’s issue of the 

cetiel Journal,” a despatch dated 12th January last 

ad has been received at the Foreign Office from 

™ H.M. Consul at Antananarivo, enclosing a copy 

of the “Journal Officiel de Madagascar,” of 5th January, which 

contains the report on the opening of the road between Antanana- 
rivo and the village of Mahatsara. 

At the invitation of the Governor-General, the Consul took part 
in the formal opening of the road, which took place on the 8th to 
10th January, making the journey by motor car from Antananarivo 
to Mahatsara (245 kilometres) in 28} hours,-14 of which were 
employed in the actual travelling. Prior to the completion of this 
road the same journey, made in a palanquin, usually occupied 
five days, 


| 
~The port was open to navigation for 217 days in 1899, as against 
230 days in 1898. ‘Traffic was, however, carried on all the winter 
at the ports of Hangé and Abo, owing to the ice-breakers main- 
B2 


q 
4 
a 
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Malagasy labour has alone been employed, and the fact that the 
natives were entirely ignorant of road-making, combined with the 
great natural difficulties which have had to be overcome, have 
rendered unusually arduous the task of the French engineers, 
surveyors, and others engaged in the construction of the rvad. 

From the village of Mahatsara, which is the terminus of the 
road, to the port of Andevoranto on the east coast, there is daily 
steam communication by river, the passage occupying two hours. 

The completion of this road will entirely revolutionise the 
existing method of inland transport. Numbers of motor cars are 
being ordered to take the place of the native porters hitherto 
employed in carrying goods and passengers between the coast and 
the capital. Several light waggons for transport purposes have 
also, been ordered from America. 


NETHERLANDS. 


The following table, showing the number of vessels that entered 
the Port of Rotterdam during the year 1900, is 


a =f based on a return received at the Board of 
nang Trade from H.M. Consul at that port :-— 
Sailing Ships. | Steamships. | Total. 
Nationality. 
No.of} Gross {No.of} Gross ||No.of| Gross 
Ships.| Tonnage. | Ships.| Tonnage. || Ships.| Tonnage. 
United Kingdom... ...| 50 | 51,021 3,622 5,313,867 || 3,672 | 5,364,888 
Netherlands ......| 87 14,298 | 1,126 | 1,599,481 |}1,213 |. 1,613,779 
North Germany ... ...|_ 26 31,971 1,203 | 1,428,099 || 1,229 | 1,460,070 
292 | 622,921 || 292 622,921 
Norway ... ooo ---| 55 34,043 292 363,801 347 397,844 
Denmark ... ioe ost 9 2,223 155 257,397 164 259,620 
Sweden ... one 6,748 105 122,330 116 129,078 
Other countries ... <i 17,685 215 411,579 235 429,264 
Total for 1900...) 258 157,989 | 7,010 |10,119,475 || 7,268 | 10,277,464 
» for 1899...) 266 178,087 | 6,624 | 9,607,139 ||6,890 | 9,785,176 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


It is reported in the “ Levant Herald” that the earthworks of the 
The D Damascus-Mecca Railway are now ready over a 

Rail ~ length of 25 kiloms., and that the rails, which 

Moves way are shortly expected from Belgium, will be iaid 


as the line progresses. With a view to hasten the completion of 
this railway, it has been decided to apportion the work among 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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contractors. Herr Meisner, the managing engineer, has started 
from Mezireb on a tour of inspection. The population of Damascus 
has already contributed 45,000 piastres towards the cost of this 
railway. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
H.M. Consul at New Orleans reports that the project of opening a 


canal for large boats and barges between Lake 
Borgne the Mississippi River at New 
eating Dee Orleans is in the hands of active business men 


for New Orleans. i, that city, and is being rapidly forwarded. 


The Lake Borgne Canal Company is capitalised at 70,0001. There 
is already a canal, but it is not of sufficient capacity, and is to be 
opened to a greater width and depth. This canal will connect, by 
a navigable waterway, the entire chain of the lakes, the Mississippi 
Sound, and all the rivers that flow into them, with the Mississippi 
River, at New Orleans, so that by it not only will the local fish, 
oyster, charcoal, brick, and firewood traffic be greatly promoted, 
but lumber from the various saw-mills of Mississippi and Louisiana, 
and coal and iron from the Alabama mines and furnaces, will be 
floated to the wharves of that city. 

It is hoped that the canal will be opened during the spring for 
traffic, and that the completion of this enterprise will add consider- 
ably to the local and foreign commerce of New Orleans, _ 

The large floating dock, which is to be placed at Algiers, a 
suburb of New Orleans, across the River Mississippi, is nearin 
completion at Sparrow Point, near Baltimore, and it is expec 
that the dock will be towed to New Orleans and put into position 
during the coming spring. 

The dock will be the largest floating dock in the world, and 
will cost, exclusive of the shops and appurtenances belonging to 
it, about 162,000/., including delivery at the Algiers site. It will 
be 525 feet long, and 100 feet between walls, and will be capable 
of lifting a ship of 18,000 tons, so that the floor of the dock will 
be awash, and a ship of 15,000 tons will be so lifted that the deck 
of the pontoons will rise two feet above the water. The dock will 
therefore be able to lift the largest vessel in existence. 

The United States Congress has already made an appropriation 
for the construction of the necessary buildings, and the installation 
of the requisite machinery. There is every reason to suppose that 
the acquisition of the dock will be a distinct advantage to New 
Orleans, as it will mean the placing of a regular naval repair 
station, and eventually a naval station. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,558.) 
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RHODESIA. 
According to the report of the Executive Committee of the 
Output of Gold Rhodesia Chamber of Mines received at the 
ort Board of Trade from the British South Africa 
a! : Company, the quantity of gold produced in 
Rhodesia in the twelve months ended 3lst December, 1900, 
amounted to 91,850 ozs. as compared with 65,303 ozs. in 1899. 
The figures for 1900 are subject to amendment. 


FRENCH GUIANA. 


According to the “Dépéche Coloniale” of 26th ult., the quantity 
Production of © 8d declared at Cayenne in December last 
Gold in 1900 was 210°818 kilogs.,* of which the Contested 

Territory produced 19:124 kilogs. The total 
roduction of gold in the Colony during the 12 months ended 
mber amounted to 2,378°477 kilogs., say 76,310 ozs. troy. 

* Kilogramme = 2°2 lbs. 


GREECE. 


The report of H.M. Consul at Volo, recently received at the Foreign 
ited tt Office, states that the area of declared mining land 
pene rene in Thessaly amounts to 250,260 acres, the district 
y: of Magnesia heading the list with 144,742 acres, 
the next in importance being that of Larissa, with 66,698 acres. The 
figures are taken from the registers of the several prefectures, but it is 
worthy of notice that no working concessions have been anywhere 
recorded. The minerals existing in Thessaly consist of lead, iron, 
copper, and many other ores, but hitherto no success has attended 
such efforts as have been made to work any of these mineral resources. 
It has been affirmed that the obstacles in the way, both natural and 
artificial, are such as to leave no likelihood of the establishment of 
mining industries on a paying basis. There can be little doubt, 
however; that many valuable ores exist in considerable quantities 
in the districts specified, and offer a promising field for future 
enterprise. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,557.) 


JAPAN. 


The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) for the 16th 
ult., contains a description of a recently-opened 

source of sulphur supply in the little island of 
P Deposi Etrofu, which is situated about half-way between 
the extreme northern point of Japan and the southern point of 


| 
4 
a 
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Kamchatka. The island is volcanic; there are on it three cones 
about 2,800 ft. in height, largely composed of sulphur, and the 
vapours which arise from the centres of the cones are continually 
adding to the deposits. The island is owned by a Japanese syndi- 
cate, which holds a grant from the Government of Japan. ‘Phe 
sulphur deposits are about two miles from the coast, and the land 
surface declines gradually to Moyoro Bay, which is a good harbour, 
and is about 2,000 miles by water from Yokohama. The island is 
rocky and barren, with nothing to attract settlement. From 15th 
May to 10th October, 1900, 10,000 tons of the sulphur were mined 
and transported to the sea-level, 6,000 of which have been shipped 
to Hakodate, Japan, where a refinery has been established. ‘The 
remaining 4,000 tons will be refined on the ground at Moyoro 
Bay. ‘Toward the latter part of the season, when everything was 
running in full swing, the rope-transmission plant was able to 
bring down about 3,000 tons per month. The season of 1901 will 
probably see this new industry well established. 


| | 


592 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. | Mar, 7, 1901. 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


In the report of H.M. Consul at New Orleuns, recently received at 

Cotton Spinni the Foreign Office, the number of cotton mills 

Ind pinning in the Southern States of America is stated to 
aatey. be 663 as against 550 a year ago. 

A noticeable feature is the production by some of the larger mills 
of finer numbers, which, while keeping them actively employed, 
has reduced the number of bales consumed. Altogether it may be 
said that the year just closed has been most prosperous. 

The amount of spindles is stated as follows :— 


| Number. 
Total in operation in the South 
New, not completed bes sive 1,418,497 


Grandtotal 0... ss) 163 


This shows an increase of spindles—old, idle, and not complete 
—over 1898-1899 of 1,315,071, and a gain of spindles more or less 
at work during the past year (1899-1900) of 801,674. The total 
consumption in all the mills, old and new, for the year 1899-1900 
was 1,597,112 bales, against 1,399,399 bales in 1898-1899, and 
1,231,841 bales for the season of 1897-1898, an increase over 1898- 
1899 of 197,713 bales, and over the year before of 365,271 bales. 

The average consumption per spindle in the mills in operation 
has been 7°93 lbs. less than in 1898-1899, and 1°08 lbs. less than the 
year before, due mainly to the production of finer numbers, but 
partly to slacking off during the three closing months of the 
season. 

The importation of foreign cotton during the year 1899-1900 
amounted to 65,833,514 Ibs., or an equivalent of 130,590 bales in 
American weights, against an equivalent of 95,097 bales in 1898- 
1899. Most of the imports were consumed by northern mills. 
They were for special kinds of goods for which American cotton 
was not adaptable. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,558.) 


JAPAN. 


According to the “ China Mail” of 14th January last representatives 
. of the Japanese spinning industry have been 
The Cotten Spin- discussing trade questions at Osaka. It is 


ning Industry. tated that the position of the manufacturers 
is not too satisfactory, and that lack of capital is at the bottom of 
the trouble. There are over 60 mills at present in the country, and 
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of those very few are for the moment in a secure position. 
They have been working on a very narrow margin of capital, 
in times of prosperity the custom has been to declare large 
dividends, and when the day of depression comes the 
position at once becomes critical. According to figures given 
by the “Japan Times,” the total nominal capital of the 
spinning companies is 42,090,000 yen, the paid up capital is 
34,330,000 yen, the total consdlidated fund 3,410,000 yen. Loans 
in form of debentures, bank advances, &c., amount to 22,830,000 
yen. ‘Thus there are practically no mills which have anything like 
an adequate working capital at their disposal. This cannot be 
said to be a satisfactory state of affairs for an industry only second 
in importance to silk. The spinners are now considering a scheme 
to increase their resources. 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 2nd inst., were as 


follow :— 
Wheat ... 258. 11d. 
Barley ... odd 258. Od. 
Oats 17s. 9d. 


For further particulars see P 602, 


A statement is published on p. 603, showing the quantities of 
Imports of Agri- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 

P imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Produce. ek ended the 2nd inst.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 


RUSSIA. 

The “ Journal de St. Pétersburg ” of 8th/21st ult., reports that by 
a Circular dated 6th February the Minister of 

Sugar Stocks. Finance has informed the Excise Administra- 
tion that the production of refined sugar in 

Russia for the present sugar campaign is estimated at 54,640,668 
pouds, as against 54,014,208 pouds for the previous campaign 
(poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois), including 2,533,541 pouds con- 
stituting the inviolable reserve stock, and 1,134,059 pouds of 
disposable stock remaining from the preceding campaign. Thus, 
deducting the 36,000,000 pouds which, according to the terms of 
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the Law of 22nd June, 1900, have to be delivered for home 
consumption, there remains a surplus of 18,640,668 pouds, as 
against 18,514,708 pouds last year. 

It should be noted that in April next, on receipt of the figures 
stating the output of certain refineries which had not finished 
their work in January, a supplementary deduction will be 
made which may modify the above figures. The Minister of 
Finance has, however, authorised the refineries to deliver to the 
home markets 51 per cent. above the first 60,000 pouds of sugar 
per refinery, and to add 9*5 per cent. to the inviolable reserve. 

© remaining quantity of sugar produced forms a free surplus. 

(For last year’s figures see ‘Board of Trade Journal” for 
22nd March last, p. 656.) 


MEXICO. 


The British Vice-Consul for the State of Yucatan, in his recent 
report to the Foreign Office, states that the 
Hemp Industry. production of hemp during 1900 shows an 
increase of 20,000 bales, or about 3,000 tons in 
excess of that of 1899, probably about the limit under present 
conditions. 

It is estimated that there are about 350 square miles of land 
under fibre cultivation in Yucatan. 

The variety principally produced is that called sisalana agave, 
and the number of plants which has been found to give the most 
satisfactory result is 84 to the mecate of 576 square varas Spanish, 
or 4,457 square feet. The suckers are planted two varas (about 
53 feet) apart, Gr in rows of 12 by seven plants. The annual yield 
per mecate (4,457 square feet) is roughly estimated at 100 lbs. 

The cost of production is 4 cents, say 1d. per lb., and the selling 
price in October last was about 9 cents, say 24d. per Ib. The price 
of henequen is subject to occasional violent fluctuations, arising 
from speculation, and the fibre has been sold as high as 22 cents, 
or 54d. per lb. For industrial purposes fibre less thar three feet 
long is unsuitable and generally unsaleable. 

he machinery employed is driven by steam power. The 
wheels originally in use are called scutchers, manufactured in 
Leicester, England. These wheels are now being superseded, and 
can be purchased in Merida second hand for about 101. a-piece. 

The new automatic machines are manufactured by a Spanish 
firm, and are also made in New York and Merida. All these 
machines can be purchased in Merida at from 3,000 to 8,000 dol. 
Mexican currency, say from 300/. to 8001. These new machines 
are only employed on the larger estates. 


. 
! 
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There are no English firms engaged in the henequen business 
in Merida. 

The principal purchasers and exporters of the fibre in Merida 
are Messrs. Henry W. Peabody & Co., of Boston. 

The following table shows the exports of hemp during 1900, 
as compared with the two preceding years :— 


Countries to which Exported. 1898. 1899, 1900. 
Bales. | Bales. Bales. 
United States 411,138 428,084 488,503 
United Kingdom 3,678 9,248 2,349 
Spain dew 956 1,545 825 
850 420 916 
Total ...  ...| 418,972 | 445,978 499,634 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,556.) 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


‘The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 28th ult., was 
Cotton Statistics. 51,507, and the number imported during the 
9 weeks ended the 28th ult., was 834,507. 
As regards exports, the figures are for the week ended the 28th 
ult., 6,791 bales, and for the 9 weeks, 51,813, - | 

For further details see p. 600. 

A Return showing the number of bales of cotton imported and 
exported, forwarded from ports to Inland towns, and returned to 
ports during the month and two months. ended 28th February will 
be found on p. 601.’ 


The number of emigrants that left the United Kingdom during the 
month of February, 1901, was 12,120, as com- 

Emigration. pared with 12,220 during the corresponding 
month of 1900. During the two months ended } 

28th ult., 25,014 emigrants left the United Kingdom as compared ; 
with 21,797 during the same period of 1900. For further details ; 


see p. 604, 


| 
! 
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The total number of receiving orders gazetted in England during 
Beakruptoy the month of February last was 337, as com- 
Statistics, pared with 370 during February, 1900. During 
the two months ended February 689 receiving 

aoa were gazetted, against 728 in the corresponding period of 


CYPRUS. 


The “Cyprus Gazette” of 6th ult. publishes a Notice to the effect 

that the issue of a special silver coinage has 

New Coinage. been ordered for Cyprus. The new coins were 

to arrive in the island about the end of January, 

after which the following coins will cease to be lawful money in 
Cyprus :-— 


The English half-sovereign, value ... 90 
» French 20-franc piece ... 1423 
» Florin 18 
», Sixpence At 


The above-named coins, though no longer lawful money, will be 
accepted by the Cyprus Government until the 30th April next. 


RUSSIA. 


The French Consul at Helsingfors, in a report dated 10th December 
Trade of Finlana St. states that the official statistics of the 
in 1899 foreign trade of the Grand Duchy of Finland 

1 for the year 1899 were not published till the 

6th November last. The following table shows the value of the. 
imports and exports during each of the six years 1894 to 1899 :— 


Total 


Year. _ Imports. | Exports. ‘Trade. 
1894 wae} 5,548,000 | 5,440,000 | 10,988,000 
1895 ove 6,012,000 5,716,000 11,728,000 
1896 6,356,000 13,260,000 
1899 dep 10,040,000 7,396,000 17,436,000 
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GERMANY. | 


The “ Handels Museum” of the 21st ult. contains an interesting 
article on the present position of trade in 
State of Trade. Germany. The writer states that although the 
general state of the foreign trade of Germany 
last year was very favourable, there are several points which appear 
to indicate the commencement of a depression. The falling off in 
the quantities of raw materials imported, such as iron ore, cotton, 
wool, and silk, and the decrease in the quantities of iron and iron 
manufactures, woollen and silk goods, lead, earthenware, certain 
chemicals, clothing, linen and leather goods exported are symptoms 
that the period of the trade revival has come to an end. The recently 
issued report for 1900 of the Berlin Merchants’ Corporation also 
points in this direction; since 1895 the annual reports of the 
Corporation have shown a steadily increasing development of trade. 
After going on for five years this movement, however, ceased about 
the middle of last year, and trade is now falling off. 

In the period 1895-1900, during which trade showed an upward 
tendency, the industrial production of Germany increased to an 
unusual extent, and factory buildings had to be enlarged, new 
machinery laid down, &. This increased employment of capital 
and extension of producing power, according to the writer in the 
“ Handels Museum,” cannot fail to cause any depression in trade 
to be the more severely felt. In view of the increased power of 
production, a market which some years ago would have given 
ample employment to trade would now be quite insufficient. 


FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


The following table, showing the value of the imports gp and 

exports from the three principal ports of the 

East Coast of Madagascar (‘Tamatave, Mananjary 

” ‘ and Vatomandry) in the year 1900, as compared 

with 1899, is based on official figures quoted in the “ Dépéche 
Coloniale” of 28th ult. :— 


Into and From 


Imports, Exports. 


£ 
500,000 | 203,000 
102,000 19,000 
121,000 24,000 


i 
1899. | 1900. 
Import. | sport, | 
£ 
: Tamatave ose «| 424,000 95,000 
Mananjary 90,000 14,000 
Vatomandry ... 90,000 31,000 
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The export trade at Tamatave has shown a steady increase for 
some time. In 1898 the value of the imports into this port was 
465,0001., or rather in excess of those for 1899, but the value of 
the exports from the same port in 1898 only amounted to 31,0001. 


SERVIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 502 of the “ Board of Trade 

Journal ” of 1st March, 1900, a despatch dated 
New Income Tax. 15th ult., has been received at the Foreign 

Office, from H.M. Minister at Belgrade trans- 
mitting a translation of the chief clauses of a law just passed by the 
Skupshtina, amending the law on direct taxation and imposing a 
tax on income derived from industry and personal labour in lieu of 
that hitherto levied on capital invested in business. 

The new law, which was elaborated with the assistance of a com- 
mittee of Belgrade merchants, abrogates that of the 14/26th 
January, 1900, and appears to have given satisfaction to the 
mercantile community. It provides that where books and accounts 
are regularly kept and audited, as by law required, the amount of 
income tax leviable on commercial, industrial, and banking business 
of every kind, including companies, shall be assessed therefrom, 
according to a scale varying from 3°5 per cent., for incomes of 
2,000 dinars, to seven per cent. for incomes of over 25,000 dinars. 
The income of insurance companies is to be calculated from the 
amount of premiums paid during the previous year, plus half the 
sums paid out upon policies. Allowance is made for rentals and 
other expenses. 

The translation referred to above may be seen by those interested 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


- 
: 
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Liverpool.—_Two meetings of the committee of the African trade 
section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce have been held 
recently in the board room of the Chamber, Mr. Alfred L. Jones, 
chairman of the section, presiding. 

The committee had been in communication with the Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce with a view to arranging for a conference 
between the two African committees and representatives of the 
Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine to consider the best means 
for improving the health conditions on the coast of Africa, and the 
steps to be taken to press the matter upon the attention of H.M. 
Government. The African Sectional Committee of the Manchester 
Chamber had forwarded a scheme drawn up by their sanitary sub- 
committee, and the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine had also 
furnished copies of a scheme which they had drawn up. 

A very important paper on health conditions of West Africa 
had been prepared for the section by Dr. Henry Strachan, chief 
medical officer for Lagos, which had been printed and circulated 
widely. 

The committee had received strong complaints against railway 
and territorial concessions in Dahomey, which it was reported the 
Government of that Colony were proposing to grant to the Syndicat 
Nationale de Dahome. A petition against the proposed concessions 
had been presented to the Governor of Dahomey by the leading 
merchants there, copy of which had been sent to the Chamber. 

The attention of the committee had been called to statements 
from an official source which referred to reductions in the number 
of deaths amongst Europeans on the West Coast of Africa in recent 
years as compared with earlier periods, and the committee had 
been in communication with the life insurance companies sug- 
gesting reductions in the high premiums charged on life policies 
to those residing in or visiting the West Coast of Africa. The 
principal life insurance companies had been written to inviting 
their serious consideration of the. matter, and they were told that 
the committee would be glad to confer with representatives of the 
companies later on the question. At the same time the Colonial 
Office had been asked whether they could furnish statistics in sup- 
port of the reported improvement in health throughout the West 
Coast. The replies of the insurance companies communicated 
with were somewhat indefinite, but all the companies expressed 
their willingness to send representatives to the conference 


suggested. 


| 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Experted 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 9 Weeks ended 28th February, 1901. 


Week ended | 9 Weeks ended 
28th February, | 28th February, 
1901, | 1901. 


Brazilian .. 
Miscellaneous 

Total 
East Indian 


Total 


IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
49,603 730,015 
— 6,254 
150 14,774 
451 68,850 
1,303 14,614 
51,507 834,507 
EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No 
4,479 31,211 
500 
509 7,155 
1,709 11,480 
94 1,467 


6,791 51,813 
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Cotton Returns—continued. | 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported, 
\ Forwarded from Ports to Inland Towns, and Returned to Ports ' 
during the Month and Two Months ended 28th February, 1901, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1900. 
MontH OF FEBRUARY. | FEBRUARY. 
1901. | 1900. | 1901, | 1900. ' 
Imports. 
|—--—-- 
rasilian 1, | 
East Indian 6,937 2068 || «18,506 2212 
Egyptian 27, 54,869 68,850 129,499 
Miscellaneous ... 8,486 3,396 14,613 6, 
299,151 308,366 754,214 ‘| 674,826 
EXPorts. 
American 14,408 14,645 0,520 82,641 
East Indian ... 3,140 3,539 6,558 31845 
Egyptian 5,188 12,276 10,712 | 31,097 
Miscellaneous ... 987 686 1,451 2,044 
28,723 82,641 49,741 | 71,122 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American 229,589 226,693 479,128 493,348 
Brazilian ooo obo 4,115 6,199 10,780 15,223 
East Indian eos oe 4,091 465 6,161 908 
Egyptian ese ooo 18,861 34,562 51,566 94,192 
5,888 4,111 10,611 12,250 
aes 262,589 272,030 558,246 615,916 
FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 
Amerioan 320 859 775 746 


| 
Total’... 320 361 775 | 751 
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Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
’ Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended : 
2nd March, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


ee Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Barley ooo ooo 52,600 1 2 0 
Oats oer eee ad oe eee eee 21,858 4 17 9 


Qrs. Bus. | 
Wheat 68,224 0 | 25 11 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1897 to 1900 :— 


| 
Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- | 
mding | 
eek in 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. | Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 
Qrs. Bes. | Qrs. Bus.) Qrs. s. d. | s. a 8. 
1897 | 47,981 5 | 33,147 1 | 14,093 0 28 3 | 23 0 16 3 
1898 —...| 52,833 1 44,953 6 | 17,289 7 | 35 10 | 98°0 | 1711 
1899 ...| 78,143 5 | 58,718 6 | 23,584 1 | 2 8 | 26 7 | 17 0 
1900 .....| 68,153 2 | 51,727 2| 18,949 2 | 26 4 | 2 6 | 1610 
| | 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushei of oats. 


| 
| 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 

oduce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 

2nd March, 1901, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
| 2nd Mar., | ing week 
1 


901. in 1900. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls cows, ont calves ... =... Number 9,905 9,084 
Sheep and lambs 10,584 17,857 
Fresh meat :— 
ted or preserved meat :— 
Cwts. 186,136 | 101,235 
Pork ” 7,126 | 4,508 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh .. ”, 11,683 12,802 
Meat, preserved, otherwise than by salting ” 12,059 12,789 
and substitutes :— 
Cheese 26,289 | 89,964 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums*.. 693 
cream* oe ees 304 871 
» preserved, other kinds 460 
condensed ... 24,348 | 24,032 
Gt, Hundr, 243,459 | 412,121 
an nd game Value £ 12,235 | 4,748 
dead (not tinned) Cwts. 11,207 | 8,402 
re 54,266 41,018 
a. grain, meal and flour: — 
Whea: Cwts, 1,326,300 | 1,231,200 
Barley... on pe > 338,100 260,200 
Oats 435,600 | 482,600 
Peas 99 65,500 | 26,500 
hp or Indian corn eee eee eee ” 1,045,800 1,096,300 
t, raw :— 
Apples Cwts, 34,663 | 33,299 
Apricots and peaches eee eee ore ” geet 14 
Bunches 14,445 | 27,766 
Gooseberries ove ” 
Grapes om 208 162 
Lemons . ove 18,048 29,256 
Oranges 76,927 137, 176 
ears oe 
Plums eee oe 34 
Strawberries eee eee eee eee ” = 
Unenumerated cco 1,675 1,612 
Hops ... Cwts, 873 142 
— Taw :— 
mions ... Bushels. 79,919 145,860 
Potatoes ... Cwts. 44,644 91,976 
Unenumerated ... see Value £ 7,356 | 14,516 
Driedt __... Cwts. 1,012 | 
Preserved by canningt . 8,224 


* In 1900 these were not shown separately. 
+ Included with vegetables, raw, unenumerated, prior to 1901. 


a 
i 
. 
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Emigration.—February, 1901. 


Return of the Numbers, Nationalities, and Destinations of the 
. Passengers that left the United Kingdom for Places out of 
Europe during the Month ended 28th February, 1901, and the 
Two Months ended 28th February, 1901, compared with the corre- 
sponding periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
United | British N. Austral. | of Good 
Nationalities. States America. | Bape am and Total. sponding 
period, 
1900. 
Month ended 28th February, 1901. 
English ... oo. . 2,619 139 802 778 | 902 5,240 4,705 
Scotch a dé 296 _ 53 142 | 91 582 694 
| 
Trish fa é& 690 8 57 24 | 9 788 1,788 
Total of British | 
origin ... é 3,605 147 912 944 1,002 6,610 7,187 
Foreigners ... | 3,513 1,178 3 220 | 117 5,031 4,747 
Nationalities not | 
istingui 16 _ — — 468 479 286 
Total...  ..| 7,134 1,325 915 1,164 | 1,582 | 12,120 | 22,220 
Total for corre- 
sponding 7,504 | 1,508 | 991 836 | 1,881 | 12,220 
month, 1900 
Two Months ended 28th February, 1901. 
English ...  ...| 5,242 327 2,116 | 1,931 | 1,914 | 11,530 | 8.656 
Scotch ... ..., 564 6 | 166 | 397 196 1,829 | 7,376 
Irish 15 | 127 55 17 | 1,89 | 2699 
Total of British 
origin... ...| 6,986 348 | 2,409 | 2,883 | 2,127 | 14,253 | 12,731 
| 
Foreigners... «| 6,454 2,681 | 40 | 497 262 9,884 8,528 
Nationalities not | 
i i oo 25 12 | — | — 840 877 538 
Total .. ...| 18,465 | 2,991 | 2,449 | 2,880 | 3,229 | 25,014 | 21,797 
Total for corre- | 
sponding 13,054 | 2,456 | 1,738 1,863 | 2686 | 21,797 
‘months, 1900 | | 


Nore.—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
Month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 


Number of Receiving Orders Gazetted in the wunder-mentioned 


f Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 
tions. 
| | Two Months 
February. ended February. 
1901, 1900, 1901. | 1900. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted 689 128 
- Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions :— 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &.... 28 24 53 4G 
Decorators, painters, plumbers,&c, ... 15 7 2% | 16 
Bakers “a hal ul 21 3 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers... 6 8 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c, eve 6 10 18.5} 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&c, 5 9 
Agents, commission and gael ove 4 7 11 Ww 
Carpenters and joiners 5 4 
Fishmongers, poulterers,4c. ... 4 7 9 | 
Tobacconists, &c. ... ave 3 5 9 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen and ome 4 2 8 | 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers ove 5 3 $4 8 
Furniture dealers and makers... 5 3 8 4 
Solicitors ... 38 2 8 3 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants wall 
dealers ... ove 7 7 
Engineers and founders, Pa ine eos eee 4 5 7 9 
Travellers, commercial, &c. ove 1 2 7 4 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... <s 4 3 6 9 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, silversmiths, ; 
&e. 2 1 6 4 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers ove 3 2 6 5 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c, abe oo coe 5 3 6 7 
Provision merchants, &c. ... eve 8 5 5 22 
Clothiers, outfitters, dc. ... 4 5 4 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continued. 
February. | ended February. 
1901. | 1900. | 1901. | 2900, , 
No. No. No. 0. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions—continued : 
Printers and publishers... ove a 3 5 5 9 
Ironmongers 3 3 | 5 5 
Cab, omnibus and fly janine ooo 3 3 | 5 3 
Chemists, druggists and chemical eatin 2: 1 5 2 
Hairdressers... 3 5 1 
Clerks, commercial guint ose 3 6 4 11 
Confectioners 2 2 4 2 
Auctioneers oe ove ose 1 4 4 8 
Gardeners, florists,&c. ... oes ooo 1 1 4 3 
Saddlers and harness makers... o ons 2 1 4 3 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house henbete ose 2 1 4 1 
Stationers ooo 8 1 4 2 
Doctors of 1 1 4 2 
Contractors ooo 2 2 4 2 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., iden ied 2 1 4 1 > 
Cattleand pigdealers 4 2 4 3 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. cans 4 3 6 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. 2 3 1 
Merchants, general... wid 1 1 8 2 
Generaldealers ..  .. 1 1 3 1 
Woollen merchants and chetaenen.. bes 1 1 3 Zz 
&c., builders... _ 1 38 3 
1 3 3 5 
owners, masters ow 1 3 1 
Directors and promoters of i companies .. 1 6 2 10 
Brokers, stock and share . 2 2 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. 1 2 1 
Architects and surveyors ... 1 2 2 3 
Lodging-house keepers... 3 | 1 4 
Timber merchants and wood 4 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c.... .. 1 1 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c. ... - 1 1 2 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants ‘ies 1 _ 1 — 
Cotton spinners and ooo = 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions. 


I.—IMPORTS. 


Statement of the Imports of Merchandise into the undermentioned 


Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of Imports, 
Countries. Year 
ending. 1898, | 1899, 1900. 
Russia* (10 Months) ... | Oct, ...... Roubles 475,887,000 | 501,175,000 | 487,056,000 
Germany (12 Months)... | Dec. ......] Marks 5,080,616,000 | 5,483,096,000 | 5,557,057,000 
(ix99) (1900) (1901) 
Belgium (1 Month)...... Francs 140,228,000 174,708,000 146,351,000 
(1899) (1900) 1901) 
France (1 Month) _...... Jan, ...... Francs 891,103,000 410,617,000 365,906,000 
Spaint (12 Months) Dec. ......| Pesetas 531,868,000 | 880,354,000 | 856,877,000 
Dec. ...... Kronen1,639,602,000 | 1,608,870,000 | 1,683,482,000 
Egypt (12 Months) ...... L.E. 11,088,000 | ‘11,216,000 13,801,000 
United States (12 Mths.) | Dec. ......| Dollars 634,964,000 | 798,967,000 829,019,000 
Mexicot (4 Months) ... | Oct. ...... Dollars 13,740,000 17,541,000 20,168,000 
British India (8 Months) | Nov. ......| Rupees 42,94,57,757 | 47,01,22,127 | 47,40,95,760 
Canada (5 Months)...... Dollars 64,968,749 74,369,447 74,918,792 
In Pounps 
Russia* (10 Months) ... | Oct. ...... | 50,180,000 52,902,000 51,411,000 
Germany (12 Months)... | Dec. ...... 254,032,000 274,155,000 | 277,853,000 
(1899) (1900) (1901) 
Belgiumt (1 Month) ... | Jan. ...... 5,609,000 6,988,000 5,854,000 
(1899) (1900) (1901) 
France (1 Month)...... | 15,644,000 16,425,000 14,636,000 
Spaint (12 Months) ... | Dec. ...... 21,275,000 35,214,000 | 34,275,000 
68,317,000 67,036,000 70,145,000 
(12 Months) |* 
Egypt (12 Months) ...... Dec. ...... 11,820,000 11,508,000 | 14,161,000 
United States (12 Mths.) | Dec. ...... 132,284,000 166,451,000 172,712,000 
Mexicot (4 Months) ... | Oct. ...... 2,748,000 “nee sare 
British India (8 Months) | Nov, ...... 42,945,776 47,012,218 47,409,576 
Canada (5 Months) Nov. ...... 13,535,000 15,494,000 15,608,000 
(1899) | (1900) (1901) 
United Kingdom (1M.) | Jan. ...... 41,217,000 44,556,000 45,988,000 


* European and Black Sea Frontiers, 

+ Value of Principal Articles Imported only, 

} The values of the imports are stated in gold, and the dollar has been converted into 
English currency at the rate of 4s, The figures for Mexico include bullion and specie, 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions—continued. 
Il.—EXPORTS. 


Statement of the Exports of Merehandise from the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of Exports. 
Countries. Year 
ending 1898. 1899, 1900. 
Russia* (10 Months) ...! Oct. .....- Roubles 604,758,000 | 496,108,000 | 569,986,000 
Germany (12 Months).../ Dec. ...... Marks 3,756,566,000 | 4,207,049,000 | 4,414,833,000 
1899) (1900) (1901) 
Belgium (1 Month) ...| Jan. ...... Francs 110,545,000 | 117,910,000 | 114,191,000 
(1899 (1900) (1901 
France (1 Month) ......| Jan. ...... Francs 258,250,000 | 279,749,000 | 285,580,000 
Spaint (12Months) ...| Dec. ......| Pesstas 792,927,000 | 753,567,000 | 702,928,000 
Fenn) Dec. ...... Kronen 1,615,245,000 | 1,861,592,000 | 1,911,892,000 
1 
Egypt (12 Months)...... Dec. ss... L.E. 11,805,000 15,342,000 16,758,000 
United States (12 Mths.) | Dec. ...... Dollars 1,283,558,000 | 1,252,932,000 | 1,453,014,000 
Mexicot (4 Months)...... Oct. ...... Dollars 49,891,000 | 42,439,000 | 
British India (8 Months) | Nov. ...... Rupees 70,66,82,758 | 68,61,76,489 | 64,78,89,279 
Canada (5 Months) Nov. ...... Dollars €7,451,612 | 968,314 89,785,938 
In Pounps 
£ 
Russia* (10 Months) ...| Oct. ...... - 63,836,000 52,867,000 60,160,000 
Germany (12 Months)... Dec. ...... 187,828,000 210,852,000 | 220,717,000 
(1899) (1900) (1901) 
Belgium+ (1 Month) Jan. ...... 4,422,000 4,716,000 5,668,000 
(1899) (1900) (1901) 
France (1 Month) ...... Jan. ... 10,130,000 11,190,000 11,423,000 
Spaint (12 Months)...... Dec. ....+: 81,717,000 30,143,000 | 28,117,000 
Austria-Hungary Dec. . 67,802,000 77,566,000 79,662,000 
(12 Mths.) 
Egypt (12 Months)...... Dec, 12,113,000 15,742,000 17,194,000 
United States (12 Mths.) | Dec, ...... 256,991,000 261,027,000 | 802,711,000 
Mexicot (4 Months)...... oe 4,989,100 4,248,900 5,196,100 
British India (8 Months) | Nov. ...... - "70,668,276 68,617,649 64,738,928 
Canada (5 Months) Nov. .....- 14,052,000 16,243,000 18,705,000 
(1899) (1900) (1901) 
United Kingdom** Jami, nue 20,847,000 23,584,000 24,754,000 
(1 Month) 


* Kuropeap and Black Sea Frontiers. 
+ Value of Principal Articles Exported only, 
+ The values of the exports are stated in silver and the dollar has been converted 


into English cu 


** Exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures. 


at the rate of 2s. The figures for Mexico include bullion and specie. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of January, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 8}d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
John Menzies & Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile 
Street, Glasgow; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, 
Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1899 may be . 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 43d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th ult. con- 
tains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
January : Accidents to Workpeople in 1900: Agricultural Wages 
in December, 1899 and 1900: Accident Insurance Law in Holland: 
Legal Cases affecting Labour: Labour in the Colonies: Reports 
on Special Industries: Employment in London and the Provinces, 


&e., &e 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Twelfth Annual Report of the Railway and Canal Commission, 
with Appendix. [Od. 488.] Price 3d. 

This report contains a list of the applications made to the 
Railway and Canal Commission under, the Railway and Canal 


Traffic Acts, 1854-1894, and under the Metropolis Water Act, 
1897, showing the action taken upon each. 
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Government Publications. 


“ables relating to the trade of British India with British 
Possessions and Foreign Countries, 1895-6 to 1899-1900. [Cd. 
485.] Price 1s. 


The tables contained in this volume are usually issued under the 
same cover as the Annual Review of the Trade of India, but the 
latter, having this year been received from India at an earlier date 
than usual, was issued separately (Cd. 381), see p. 165 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for 18th October, 1900. 

These tables show the quantity and value of the principal 
articles exported from and imported into British India and Aden 
to and from various countries, as well as the number and tonnage 
of vessels entered and cleared at Indian ports. It is to be observed 
that the figures relating to the value of imports and exports in 
1899-1900 are stated in £ sterling, 15 rupees having been taken 
as equivalent to 1/., whilst those of previous years are expressed in 


rupees. 


Fishery Board for Scotland. Manual of Sea Fisheries (Scotland) 
Acts and Statutory Bye-Laws in force at 31st December, 1900. 
[Cd. 428.] Price 1s. 2d. 


This is a collection of Acts of Parliament, Bye-laws, Orders of 
the Beard of Trade, of the Fishery Board of Scotland, &c., relating 
to the Scottish Sea Fisheries, from 1718 onwards. 


Trish Inland Fisheries Commission. Appendix to the Report of 
the Commissioners. Part III. (Cd. iso Price 1s. 03d. 

This return contains translations of the report of the Norwegian 
Commission on the Salmon Fisheries of that country, 1896-1901, 
and of notes by Mr. Landmark on hatcheries and the rearing of 
salmon fry. 


Committee on Agricultural Seeds. Report of Departmental Com- 
mittee appointed by the Board of Agriculture to enquire into the 
conditions under which Agricultural Seeds are at present sold. (Cd. 
489.] Price 2d. 


This is the report of a Committee appointed by the Board of 
Agriculture to enquire into the conditions under which agricultural 
seeds are sold, and to report whether any further measures can 
with advantage be taken to secure the maintenance of adequate 
standards of purity and germinating power. The Committee report 
that no widespread complaint of the quality of seeds sold throughout 
the country has been brought under their notice, and they recom- 
mend, though not unanimously, the establishment of a central 

seed-testing station under Government auspices. 
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Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
TuE following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
from H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the undgrmentioned 
places since lst January, 1901, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 


Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. , 
No. Place. | Price. 
2544 Tainan (South Formosa) (1899) ... He 
2546 Mex 208 eee 
2548 Russia—Agriculture of the Odessa District, "1900... 
2549 | Egypt (1899 and half of 1900)... 
2550 | Southern Italy (1900) ... 
2551 Germany, Estimates for 1901 ese cos] 
2552 Bosnia and Herzegovina (1899) ... 
2553 Servia (1899 and 1900) ... ee 19d. 
2554 Ionian Islands ae «| dd. 
2555 | Angola (1899) .. 150. 
2557 | Trade, &c.,of Thessaly (1900)... wd 
2558 | New Orleans (1900)... 


Miscellaneous Series. 
The following Report from H.M. Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest has also been issued since 1st January, 
1901, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | ——— Price, 

546 France.—Preparation of French Plums ... ood 

547 Brazil.—Report on the State of Maranhav 

548 United States.—Beet Sugar Industry 
Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | Price. 
1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Pormeay 
relative to China 4d, 
2 Convention between the United ‘Kingdom and J apan for the 


protection of the estates of deceased persons 4d. 
3 Accession of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Venice ‘Sanitary 
Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to ~ Declaration 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 


lst January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
312 St. Vincent. ove oe] 
313 Basutoland... ste bee 33d. 
314 Hong Kong... 4 24d. 
315 Southern Nigeria wa 24d. . 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of @ 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- g 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon im 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially Wj 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with Briitsh productions, and Wj 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient. for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz.:—Commercial @ 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Excise and @ 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 

tons concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., ke. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 

“ issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 
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